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For The Sunday-School Times. 


Church or School. 


BY THE REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


| Sealed persons have very vague ideas 
concerning the nature of the Sabbath- 
school. Their thoughts vibrate between 
ehurch and school, but finally rest upon the 
latter idea. Practically, it is school, and 
not church. The teachers and children re- 
gard it as school; they meet together du- 
ring the hour upon God’s holy day, and 
pass the time pleasantly in exercises very 
like those of the day-school. 

Is not this a point which ought to be 
carefully observed by every one who loves 
the souls of children? Do we not find here 
one of the faults of the Sunday-school? 
Perhaps a cause of failure? It is true that 
much is accomplished by the gathering of 
children in school upon the Sabbath-day ; 
habits of neatness and cleanliness are form- 
ed, and they are kept from spending the 
time in idleness and sinful recreations. But 
that is not the chief thing to be accomplish- 
ed; that is but an accessory. It is good to 
cultivate the social virtues, but the Sab- 
bath-school ought not to be a mere sanitary 
institution. The aim should be higher. 
The children need Christian culture. There 
certainly is a place in the church for chil- 
dren, and ordinances adapted to their nur- 
ture in piety. There certainiy should be in 
the Sunday-school an atmosphere in which 
child-piety could breathe and grow. Does 
not the ordinary way of thinking and 
speaking about the Sabbath-school regard 
all children as degenerate plants, to be nur- 
tured in school foratime preparatory to 
their being planted in the church? Now, it 
is strange that all the children of the house- 
holds of faith should be aliens from Christ, 
and, before finding a home in the church, 
should pass through an institution which, 
in its arrangements, looks very much like 
the secular day-school. Do not the appli- 
ances of the Sabbath-school, occupying the 





lower ground of moral training, look too 
much towards the future conversion of the 
child? 

It is church, not school: a place where 
child-piety ought to find food upon which to 
grow. This expresses the trueidea which the 
friends of the Sunday-school wish to make 
prominent. Thereought to bean atmosphere 
of worship. Thereought tobe Christian nur- 


‘| ture appropriate to those whom Christ call- 


ed to himself and blessed. The Sabbath- 
school is the matrix from which Christian 
childhood ought to emerge. Why turn the 
lambs of the fold over to those appliances 
whose whole object is to cultivate the sani- 
tary and moral virtues? 


_> 
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“Tt Is More Blessed.” 


Give! as the morning that flows out of heaven; 

Give! as the waves when their channel is riven; 

Give! as the free air and sunshine are given! 
Lavishly, utterly, joyfully give— 

Not the waste drops of thy cup overflowing, 

Not the faint sparks of thy hearth ever glowing, 

Not a pale bud from the June roses blowing— 
Give! as he gave thee, who gave thee to live. 


Pour out thy love like the rush of a river 
Wasting its waters for ever and ever 
Through the burnt sands that reward not the giver; 
Silent or songful, thou nearest the sea. 
Scatter thy life as the summer showers pouring! 
What if no bird through the pearl-rain is soaring ? 
What if no blossom looks upward adoring? 
Look to the life that was lavished for thee! 


So the wild wind strews its perfumed caresses ; 

Evil and thankless the desert it blesses, 

Bitter the wave that its soft pinion presses; 
Never it ceaseth to whisper and sing. 

What if the hard heart give thorns for thy roses? 

What if on rocks thy tired bosom reposes ? 

Sweetest is music with minor-keyed closes, 
Fairest the vines that on ruins will cling. 


Almost the day of thy giving is over; 
Ere from the grass dies the bee-haunted clover 
Thou wilt have vanished from friend and from lovert 
What shall thy longing avail in the grave ? 
Give! as the hand gives whose fetters are breaking, 
Life, love, and hope, all thy dreams and thy waking; 
Soon heaven’s river thy soul-fever slaking, 
Thou shalt know God and the gift that he gave. 


= tt 


What Would You DoP 


“Waar would you do, dear children, 
if Christ stood here in your midst 
to-day ?”’ asked:a lady of a Sabbath-school 
class. 

The little girls gave various answers. One 
thought she would ask fora ‘‘ new heart,” 
while another said, very decidedly, that she 
would ‘‘ask for a new set of furs.” But as 
the question went around the class, one lit- 
tle girl, a beautiful child of five years, lifted 


Ae 





her brown eyes, full of solemn rapture, and 
clasped her tiny hands— 

‘“‘T would not ask him to give me 
anything,’’ she said, ‘‘ but, oh, how I would 
love him !”” 

Is it strange that Christ took little chil- 
dren in his arms and blessed them ? 


—~> <> > 
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The Father’s Hand. 


W£AS interested, in conversation with a 
poor German woman recently, to see 
her implicit faith in an over-ruling Provi- 
dence in all the little affairs oflife. She was 
obliged to go out that day on various una- 
voidableerrands. The dayand night before 
were very stormy. So she prayed long and 
earnestly that God would grant her a plea- 
sant day,and as she was very feeble, she 
prayed also that he would send her some 
conveyance by which she might ride. She 
prayed until after midnight, and then arose 
to look out and see if her prayer was begin- 
ning to be answered. But not a star ap- 
peared. The skies were as black as before. 
Again she prayed, butin perfect submission 
to her Father’s will, and then she fell asleep. 
To the surprise of every one the morning 
sun shone out brightly, and many rejoiced 
in his glad beams as they went forth cheerily 
to their accustomed tasks. 

She busied herself about her morning 
duties, and kept continually on the lookout 
for the expected wagon. Just as her work 
was finished it came in sight, and was at 
her service, bound indeed to the very place 
she was going. , 

‘¢ Just to think,’’ she said with overflow- 
ing thankfulness, ‘‘ I only asked the Lord 
for a wagon, and he has sent me the minis- 
ter’s carriage.’ 

In all the little events of her life, she al- 
ways acknowledges ‘‘ the hand of the Lord 
was in it.’’ In her sphere she is remarka- 
bly useful, laboring and praying most unti- 
ringly for the good of her people among 
whom she lives. She distributes many 
copies of the Scriptures and various excel- 
lent tracts in the German language, and al- 
ways rejoices in the ‘‘communion of the 
saints on earth.”’ 

How much we might gain if we would 
only cultivate a similar spirit, if we did re- 
ally believe that our Father’s hand was in 
all our little joys and cares here. 

When we stand on the heavenly hills, we 
shall nodoubtsee these things with aclearer 
vision. It may be asource of the deepest 
thankfulness and ae to see how the 
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Lord was fitting us by all these experiences 
for our home above. It is a glorious thing 
to begin ‘‘ the new song’”’ here on earth, of 
praise and thanksgiving for such saving 
mereies. J. E. L. 


re oe 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


DEATH---WHAT IS IT? 


‘¢T DO not believe that the soul can exist 

in a state of separation from the body,”’ 
remarked a gentleman in conversation with 
me. ; 

‘* What, then, do you think becomes of 
it at death ?” I asked. 

‘*T believe that it sleeps with the body,” 
was the reply. . 

“‘T cannot think so,’’ I said, ‘‘for the 
Bible does not seem to me to teach it.” 

We argued the matter for some time, 
bringing forward such texts of Scripture 
bearing upon the subject, as we could re- 
member; but without either succeeding 
in convincing the other. 

‘*T wonder,’’ thought I to myself, after 
he had gone, ‘‘what would be his definition 
of death? I wish I had asked asked him. 
Does the Bible give a definition, either ex- 
pressed or implied? I will examine, and 
see what it says, both of death, and of the 
soul.’’ 

I opened my concordance, and by its help 
found the following passages, all of which 
seem to me to teach that death is the depar- 
ture of the soul from the body—not the 
mere falling asleep of the two—and that 
restoration to life is the returning of the 
soul into that body from whence it had 
fled. 

‘For what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained, when God taketh 
away his soul?’’—Job 27: 8. 

‘* And it came to pass as her soul was in 
departing (for she had died).’’—Genesis 
35: 18. 

“And he stretched himself upon the 
child three times, and cried unto the Lord, 
and said, ‘O, Lord, my God, I pray thee, 
let this child’s soul come into him again.’ 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into him 
again, and he revived.’’—Ist Kings 17: 
21, 22. 

In other passages death is spoken of as: 

‘God requiring the soul.’’—Luke 12: 20. 

‘*Putting off this tabernacle.’’—2d Peter 
1:14. 

‘¢ The earthly house of this tabernacle be- 
ing dissolved.’’—2d Corinthians 5: 4. 

‘¢ Yielding up the ghost.’’—Acts 5: 10. 

Alsc, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘‘I go to 
prepare a place for you; and if I goand 
prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself: that where I 
am, there ye may be also.’”’—John 14: 2, 3. 

And again, ‘‘ Father, I will that they 
also whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me.’’—John 
17: 24. 

And to the penitent thief, ‘‘ Verily, I say 
unto thee, To-day-#halt thou be with me 
in Parade.” 53. 

And, says , ‘I &m in a strait betwixt 





two, having a desire to depart, and to be 
with Christ ; which is far better ; neverthe- 
less, to abide in the flesh is more needful 
for you.’’—Phil. 1: 23, 24. 

And of Stephen we are told, ‘‘ He, being 


| full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 


into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
and said, ‘ Behold I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing on the right 
hand of God.’”’ ‘* And they 
stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and say- 
ing, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ ’’— 
Acts 7: 55, 56, 59. 

What further proof can we need, that at 
death the souls of believers do immediately 
pass into the presence of their Lord, there 
to behold his glory, and bask in the beams 
of his love? Oh, what a prospect is this! 
Who would willingly exchange it for that 
of even a dreamless sleep? 

‘* Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name!?’— 
Psalm 103: 1. M. F. 
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Work for the Aged. 


N aged philosopher was once asked 

why he did not now relax his labors, 

and take his ease. The reply he made is 
well worthy of our consideration : 

‘*Whenaman is to runarace of forty 
furlongs, would you have him sit down at 
the nine-and-thirtieth, and so lose the 
prize ?”’ 

There is no time when the Christian can 
lay his armor down until he takes his 
crown. Oh, itisaterrible thing for any aged 
person to settle down at his ease in spiritual 
things, because once, long ago, he ‘‘ was 
converted, and joined the church.” Itis 
not what you have been, but what you are 
now, that is proof of your title to the man- 
sions of glory. Noone has a right to con- 
sider himself a Christian, except as he lives 
in the exercise of Christian graces day by 
day. 

How beautiful is old age, when joined 
with an active, earnest piety. 

How the children delight to gather 
around an old soldier, and hear him relate 
again and again, with kindling eye, the 
story of his battles, his scars and his victo- 
ries. How ready they are to espouse the 
cause o. his brave commander—to sympa- 
thize with his enthusiastic admiration of 
such a leader. 

So the old soldier of the cross may awaken 
aglow in youthful hearts by his recital of 
what the Lord has done forhim. Whata 
rich fund of experience he has to draw from 
for the instruction and comfort of others. 
Surely he, of all others, should not think 
his teaching-days over, as long as God gives 
him strength to labor. 

There are gray-haired men in every 
church that it would do the heart good to 
see in the Sunday-school, in Sunday-schools 
too, where there is great need of teach- 
ers. It would do the school good, and it 
would do the old soldier himself good. If 
any teacher is faithful to his duty, I doubt 
not, but he receives as much good as he im- 





parts. While we labor to impress others, 
our own hearts are warmed and invigora- 
ted. It is by much and earnest study of 
the Word that we are to grow in grace, ra- 
ther than by much careless reading of it. 
LoIs. 
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THE CONSOLATIONS OF CHRIST, 


BY MARTHA FARQUHARSON, 


AN Jesus comfort in the darkest hour? 
Can his sympathy and love bring peace 
and joy and gladness to the hearts of his 
children, when all earthly props have been 
removed, al earthly joys have failed ? 

Listen to the words of Isabel Alison and 
Marion Harvie—twoof Scotland’s martyrs— 
written from her cellin the Tolbooth, as the 
hour drew near when they knew that they 
were to go out from it to die upon the scaf- 
fold; laying down their young lives for 
him,who had so freely shed his blood for 
them. 

Writes Isabel: ‘‘ But what shall I say to 
the commendation of Christ and his cross? 
I bless the Lord, praise to his holy name, 
that hath made my prison a palace to me; 
and what am I, that he should have dealt 
thus with me? I have looked greedy-like 
to such a lot as this, but still thought it 
was too high for me, when I saw how rich 
I was; but now the Lord hath made that 
Scripture sweet to me, Isaiah 6: 6,7, ‘Then 
flew one of the seraphims unto me, having 
a live coal in his hand; and he laid it upon 
my mouth, and said, ‘‘ Lo, this hath touch- 
ed thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged.”’’ Oh, how 
great is his love tome! that hath brought 
me forth to testify against the abominations 
of the times, and keeped me from fainting 
hitherto, and hath made me to rejoice in 
him. Now, I bless the Lord, that ever he 
gave me a life to lay down for him.”’ 

Says Marion: ‘‘And again I desire to 
bless and magnify the Lord for my lot, and 
may say, ‘He, hath brought me to the 
wilderness, to allure me there, and speak 
comfortably to my soul.’ It was but little I 
knew of him when I came to prison; but 
now he has said to me, ‘ Because he lives, 
I shall live also’ and he has told me, ‘I 
am he, that hath blotted out thine ini- 
quity for my own name’s sake.’ Kind has 
he been to me, since he brought me out to 
witness forhim. I have never sought any- 
thing from him, that was for his glory, 
since I came to prison, but he granted me 
my desire. For the most part, I have found 
him in everything that hath come in my 
way, ordering it himself, for his own glory. 
And now I bless him that thoughts of 
death are not terrible tome. He hath made 
me as willing to lay down my life for him, 
as ever I was willing to live in the world. 
And now, ye that are his witnesses, be not 
afraid to venture on the cross of Christ. 
For ‘his yoke is easy, and his burden is 
light.’ For many times I have been made 
to think strange, what makes folk cast at 
the cross of Christ, that hath been so light 
to me, that I found no burden of it at all; 
he bore me and it both........ All his 
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dealings with me have been in love and in 
mercy. His corrections have been all in 
love and free grace. 
Oh, I am made to wonder and admire at 
his condescending love! Oh, I am content, 
and heartily content, that he gives me my 
soul for a prey; and well it is for me, I 
think myself not behind! Oh, my love! 
Oh, my love! Oh, my love! my altogether 
lovely Christ!’’ 

The hour of execution came, and in the 
same spirit of joyful exultation that to them 
it was ‘‘ given in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer 
for his sake,’’ they went forth to die; Ma- 
rion exclaiming, in a tone of heavenly ra- 
vishment, as they passed out of the prison 


- door, ‘‘ Behold, I hear the voice of my be- 


loved, saying, ‘ Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away!’’’ At the scaffold she 
said, ‘‘I am come here to-day for avowing 
Christ to be Head of his church, and King 
in Zion,” &c. She prayed at the ladder’s 
foot, and going up it, said, ‘‘ Oh, my fair 
one, my lovely one, come away!’’ She 
was about twenty years of age. Isabel, who 
was probably somewhat older, met death as 
fearlessly and as joyfully as did her compa- 
nion. 

Reader, this same Jesus will be to you as 
dear and as kind a friend as he was to 
Isabel and Marion, if, like them, you seek 
him and serve him with all your heart; nor 
is his grace less able to sustain and com- 
fort under the ordinary trials and afflic- 
tions of this mortal life, than amid the 
fiercer fires of persecution, and the terrible 
ordeal of martyrdom. 





“My Substitute.” 


66 \ ' 7HEN I was a boy at school,” said a 
distinguished speaker to a deeply 


‘solemnized audience, ‘‘I saw a sight that I 


never can forget—a man tied to a cart, and 
dragged before the people’s eyes through 
the streets of my native town, his back torn 
and bleeding fromthelash. Itwasashame- 
ful punishment. For many offences? No, 
for qne offence? Did any of the townsmen 
offer to divide the lashes with him? No; 
he who committed the offence bore the 
penalty all alone. It was the penalty ofa 
changing human Jaw; for it was the last 
instance of its infliction. 

‘* When I was astudent at the university, 


‘ Isaw another sight I never can forget—-a 


man brought out to die. His arms were 
pinioned, his face was already pale as death 
—thousands of eager eyes were on him as 
he came up from the jail in sight. Did any 
man ask to dieinhisroom? Did any friend 
loose the rope, and say, ‘Put it round my 
neck, I die instead?’ No; he underwent 
the sentence of the law. For many offences? 
No, for oneoffence. He had stolen amoney 
parcel from a stage-coach. He broke the 
law at one point, and died for it. It was 
the penalty of a changing human law in 
this case also; it was the last instance of 
capital punishment being inflicted for that 
offence. 

“T saw another sight—it matters not 
when—myselfasinner standing on the brink 
For 





one sin? No, for many, many sins, com- 
mitted against the unchanging laws of God. 
But again I looked, and saw Jesus, my Sub- 
stitute, scourged in my stead, and dying on 
the cross for me. I looked, and cried, and 
was forgiven. And it seemed to me to be 
my duty to come here and tell you of that 
Saviour, to see if you will not also Look 
AND LIVE. 


*“* Bound upon the accursed tree, 
Faint and bleeding, who is he? 

By the eyes so pale and dim, 
Streaming blood and writhing limb, 
By the flesh with scourges torn, 

By the crown of twisted thorn, 

By the side so deeply pierced, 

By the baffled burning thirst, 

By the drooping death-dewed brow, 
Son of Man! ’tis thou! ’tis thou! 


*** Bound upon the accursed tree, 

Dread and awful, who is he? 

By the sun at noonday pale, 

Shivering rocks and rending veil, 

By earth that trembles at his doom, 

By yonder saints who burst their tomb, 
By Eden promised ere he died 

To the felon at his side, 

Lord! our suppliant knees we bow, 
Son of God! ’tis thou! ’tis thou!” 


—Good Words. 
eo 
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Giving Up to Christ. 
HIS is one of the easiest, and yet one of 
the hardest acts to perform. Perfectly 
easy when the soul feels its lost condition, 
and realizes that Christ alone can save. The 
surrender becomes hard, when there lingers 
in the heart the impression that the person 
can do something to merit that divine grace 
which saves. The following glance at the 
inner life of a young lady recently brought 
to rejoice in Christ, may help others. 

She says: ‘‘I have always had the great- 
est respect for religion, loved to attend the 
meetings when it was possible. I do not 
know when it first entered my heart to 
wish that I was a Christian. I have seen a 
great many beautiful Christian characters : 
the more I have seen of them, the more I 
have wanted to be like them. A mother, 
an uncle, and a dear sister, whose lights 
have burned brightly without a flicker, and 
who have often talked to me on the subject 
of religion, have been constant arguments 
to me in favor of religion. From time to 
time the thought has come to me, ‘If I 
were only a Christian!’’ How to become 
one I did not understand. The thought 
troubled me much, and I nearly gave up in 
despair. .On Monday night I came to the 
meeting, and from a few words spoken by 
our dear pastor, I knew I had a mistaken 
idea about religion. A few kind words from 
a Christian lady encouraged me to go for- 
ward and seek the prayers of God’s people. 
I went a poor sinner, without any hope. I 
went again the following evening, deter- 
mined to give up my heart to Christ. I went 
home and prayed Jesus to receive me and 
forgive mysins. The next morning I felt I 
had been relieved of a greatburden. It was 
then I felt I had been accepted. It seems 
so strange to me—strange that I have only 
just found Christ, when he has been ready 
to receive me so long.’’ 





The turning point in the life of this young 
friend was when she determined to give up 
her heart to Christ. Impress this fact, dear 
teacher, on the minds of your scholars, with 
all diligence. The heart must be surren- 
dered, or Christ will notsave. His require- 
ment is, ‘‘Give me thy heart.’’? The young 
ruler preferred his wealth and the honors of 
the world, and went away from Jesus sor- 
rowful. J. E. 
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The Heavenly Consoler. 


OW vain are all the consolations of this 
world when we come to stand by the 
death-bed of one we love. 

Theodosia, the beautiful daughter of 
Aaron Burr, thus writes to her father on 
the death of her son : 

‘‘ There is no more joy for me. The world 
is a blank. My child is gone forever. 
Whichever way I turn the same anguish 
assails me. You talk of consolation. I 
think Omnipotence could give me no equi- 
valent for my boy—no—none, none.”’ 

Such is bereavement without the Divine 
Comforter. Such the consolation which 
worldly wisdom gives to its devotees. 

A Christian woman was once brought 
before the bloody Bonner, on trial for her 
religion. When the bishop threatened to 
take away her husband— 

‘*Christ is my husband,’’ she answered. 

‘*T will take away thy child,’’ he said. 

‘‘Christ is better to me than ten sons,”’ 
was her reply. 

‘*T will strip thee of all thy outward com- 
forts.”’ 

‘* Yea, but Christ is mine,’’ she answered, 
triumphantly; ‘‘you cannot strip me of 
him.”’ 

That precious assurance bore up her 
head, and gave peace to her soul under 
all her trials. 

Said the mother of Legh Riehmond, as 
her beautiful babe lay dying before her— 
the result of an accident, caused by a 
nurse’s carelessness : 

“Tf I cease praying for five minutes, I 
am ready to sink under this unlooked-for 
distress; but when I pray, God comforts 
and upholds me. His will, not mine, be 
done.”’ 

‘*God, in taking away my son,’’ said an- 
other, ‘‘revealed to me his own Son, a 
thousand times more precious.”’ 

May we all prove in our times of bereave- 
ment what it is to have Christ for our Com- 
forter. ii, Ee. 
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DO IT. 
yall how you trifle with duty, on 
the ground of inability. He who bids 
you do, promises you strength. He invites 
you to receive. 8. 





Dr. LYMAN BEECHER once said :— 
“Should a foreign army land upon our 
shores to levy such a tax upon us as intem- 
perance levies, no mortal power could resist 
the tide of swelling indignation that would 
overwhelm it.’’ 
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WE have received $2 for Chloe Lankton, 
from the class of Miss Y., in the Presbyte- 
rian Sabbath-school of Abingdon, Pa. 
——_—____+- 
LESSON No. 26, to be taught Sunday, 
June 27th, may be found in Luke 138: 23-30. 
Subject: The Strait Gate. 
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Jesus Wept. 


T was foretold of the Messiah that he 
should be a man of sorrows. That wasa 
leading feature in hischaracter. He was to 
be a sufferer—subject to poverty, bodily toil 


and pain, anguish of mind, contumely, tor- | 


ture, imprisonment, and death. As the pro- 
phets foreshadowed him, so the evangelists 
describe his actual career. Though not 
without his moments of solace, yet for the 
most part he led the life of a fugitive and a 
wanderer, not having even where to lay his 
head. Yet, intensified as this life of suffer- 
ing was, especially towards the close, 
though it sometimes caused the Sufferer to 
groan ; though, at one time, being in agony, 
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 
was as it were great drops of blood, falling 
down to the ground, yet we are not told 
that his own sufferings ever caused him to 
shed a tear.. He ‘“‘ wept’’ on two memora- 
ble occasions only,—when he looked over 
Jerusalem and thought of the impending 
woes which were to come upon its inhabi- 
tants, his countrymen, and when he saw 
the sorrow of the two stricken sisters on ac- 
count of their brother’s death. 

Nothing in all the gospel history shows 
us so clearly that Jesus was a man, with 
perfect human sympathies, as the brief but 
touching record, ‘‘ Jesus wept!’ 

His miracles, though performed without 
ostentation, though studiously free from 
everything like scenic effort, were yet, in 
themselves, such stupendous exercises of 
power, that even his disciples, and those 
admitted to his most familiar daily compa- 
nionship, found it difficult to divest them- 
selves of a certain nameless awe in his pre- 
sence. 

As with his works, so with his words. 
Though he was gracious and gentle, and 
the law of kindness was upon his lips,— 
though the Godhead that was in him was 
mercifully veiled, yet it could not be all 
concealed. Not only he did such works as 
no other man ever did, but he spake such 
words as no mere manever spake. There 
was something about hi utterances that 





differed from those of all other men. He 
speaks, not as one who has gained 
knowledge by study and research, who 
has reached conclusions by reasoning and 
logic, but as one who knows all things 
by direct, divine intuition. This gives a 
mysterious grandeur to his discourses which 
all hearts unconsciously feel, though they 
may not stop to analyze or define the feel- 
ing. 

Besides this, there is another class of ut- 
terances which mark the teachings of our 
Lord. Though gentle to the meek, no Ro- 
man censor was ever more stern in the re- 
buke of those who were hypocritical and 
pretentious; no tribune more inexorable 
towards official oppressors. His language, 
at times, is appalling: ‘‘O generation of 
vipers! who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come?’”’ ‘‘ Why tempt ye me, 
“Woe unto you, scribes 
and pharisees, hypocrites !”” 


ye hypocrites ?” 
“Ye serpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell?’? Imagine a reli- 
gious teacher now-a-days addressing words 
like these to men holding such positions in 
the church as the late Bishop White, of 
Pennsylvania; Dr. Dwight, of New Haven; 
or Dr. Alexander, of Princeton! In fact, 
we have among us no religious teachers 
holding positions of such commanding au- 
thority as that held by the Pharisees and 
Scribes, whom Jesus thus addressed. It is 
necessary for us to conceive rightly of the 
high official position and character of these 
men, to think who the Pharisees and 
Scribes were, before we can comprehend 
the full, grand import of Christ’s terrible 
words. 

The greatest of human poets speaks of the 
divinity that doth hedge aking. There is 
something of this restraining awe about the 
words, the doings, the personal presence of 
this more than kingly man. It is only 
when he stands in the house of mourning, 
when the hearts of loving sisters are wrung 
with anguish, and the wail of domestic sor- 
row reaches his ear, that his voice becomes 
most distinctly human. Then, if ever, we 
feel that he is one who can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, who will not 
break the bruised reed, or quench the smo- 
king flax. 

All else that has ever been written to 
comfort the mourner is not worth so much 
as this one precious record, the briefest, the 
sweetest in the Scriptures, ‘‘ Jesus wept !’’ 
It does not tell the stricken one to dry his 
tears. It does not preach a cold and heart- 
less stoicism. It says, rather, ‘‘ Weep on, 
sorrowful one; I, I, the man of sorrows, 
mingle my tears with yours,”’ 








In any crushing sorrow, it is sympathy 
we want, not compassion. Compassion 
looks down upon us, and makes us feel more 
keenly our lowestate. Sympathy goes into 
the valley with us. It puts itself on our 
level. It feels with us, rather than for us. 
It feels as we feel. It puts its heart along- 
side of ours, and makes us understand that 
both throb to the same tune. 

The wondrous works of Jesus, and his 
still more wondrous words, the divine dig- 
nity and grandeur of his character, awaken 
The 
sorrows he bore for us, in the work of expi- 
ation, awaken our gratitude. But it is his 
manhood that touches our hearts, that lifts 
us up from the depths, that makes us feel, 
in every extremity of woe and anguish, that 
we have in him an all-sufficient, sympathi- 
zing friend. 


in us feelings of love and veneration. 


To the true believer, there is no medicine 
for the heart-ache equal to the recollection 
of those two words, ‘‘ Jesus wept !”’ 

i a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


WEED YOUR LIBRARY. 


BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 

HE importance of this duty cannot be 

too often impressed on those who have 
the charge of Sabbath-school libraries. So 
many books will creep in which have no 
place there—books which itis a profanation 
of the Sabbath to read, and whose false doc- 
trine and teaching make them unfit for 
even week-day use. 

One minister had afew handsomely bound 
books with attractive titles presented by a 
lady to his Sunday-school. With commen- 
dable prudence he first read the books him- 
self, and the result was that several were 
withheld from the school. One contained 
the most decided infidel sentiments, from 
beginning to end. 

I know a Sabbath-school connected with 
a large church, where the ‘‘ Rollo Books,”’ 
‘*Harper’s Story Books,’’ and the sensa- 
tional books of ‘‘Oliver Optic,’’ are dealt out 
weekly to the children for their Sunday 
reading. But the danger is not all from 
the outside publishers, who profess only to 
provide good, instructive reading for the 
children on week-days. Those who make 
a businessof publishing only Sunday-school 
literature sometimes surprise us with very 
objectionable books. Now the only way to 
keep them out is to read them beforehand. 
Being ‘‘ forewarned, we can be forearmed.”’ 
The Sabbath-school superintendent, the 
teacher, and as far as he can the pastor, 
should take an interest in this work. It 
takes but a few hours for an intelligent 
grown person to master the contents of a 
common Sunday-school book. Let them 
read a new book whenever the opportunity 
offers, and if it is of the right stamp write 
down its title. Then when the time comes 
around to buy new books, let there bea 
little teachers’ meeting, and a comparison 
of notes on this subject, and it will be an 
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easy matter to make up a list of the books 
wanted. Very valuable hints may often be 
received from book-notices in religious pa- 
pers. At least they are worthy ofa careful 
perusal from those who desire to keep posted 
in the literature of the day. 

After some five years’ experience in se- 
lecting books for three different Sunday- 
schools, [ find it a very convenient thing to 
purchase ata place where the books have 
been carefully weeded for me, as at the 
establishment of The Sunday-School Times 
publishers.* I have never known a book 
bought there which did not give satisfaction, 
nor one that I regretted having placed in 
the hands of my own class. The greatest 
difficulty has been in not being able to pur- 
chase duplicates, and more than duplicates, 
of many of the books. They were too.at- 
tractive. They were sought after by whole 
families, and eagerly waited for from one 
week to another. Men who attended church 
but seldom, and some of infidel sentiments, 
read these books with great interest, and 


the benefit in some cases has been most 


marked and encouraging. It would have 
seemed to me most marvellous, if I had not 
so often seen the blessing which follows 
this sort of seed-sowing. 

The books purchased here are sound and 
attractive within, and beautiful without. 
This last point is not so small a matter as we 
may imagine. Let duplicates of the same 
book be put in the library, onein a plain mar- 
ble paper cover, and the other in a bright 
muslin binding, and I will venture to say the 
muslin-dressed one will go out five times 
where the other does once. I will never 
blame children for their perverseness in 
choosing pretty books till I can conquer 
my own fondness for the same. That 
French lady may have gone to an extreme 
who declared that she ‘‘ could not read her 
prayers with any comfort except in a beau- 
tifully printed and elegantly bound prayer- 
book,’’ but it pointed toward a great fact in 
mental science. A few pence more for an 
attractive cover pays back good interest in 
the wider circulation which a good book 
receives, and in the enjoyment it affords. 
‘* A thing of beauty is ajoy forever.”’ 





(*It is hardly necessary for us to say that this is 
purely voluntary testimony. Our first impulse 
was tostrike it out, but we do not know why an 
esteemed contributor may not have a mind on this 
subject and express it in our columns, as on any 
other important topic touching Sunday-school in- 
terests.—EpD. S. 8. T.] 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS 


OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 





[Specially reported for The Sunday-School Times. } 





O more vital topic was brought before the 
National Convention, in all its sessions, 
than the one referring to the spiritual aspects of 
the work, the need of deeper piety, greater ho- 
liness, and more spiritual power and results, 





The views of the delegates who spoke are pre- 
sented herewith : 


HOW SHALL WE INCREASE THE SPIRITUALITY 
And Religious Efficiency of our Sunday-Schools? 


George H, McIlvaine, of Illinois, opened the 
question. We need constantly, he said, the 
baptism of thé Holy Ghost. He is our great 
Illuminatorand Teacher. Spirituality is, after 
all, the great power in this work. How shall 
we increase it? Not by the multiplication of 
helps and methods, ‘ crutches’? as Dr. Hall 
called them ; we are prone to depend too much 
on these, and too many afgehen imply too 
many lame teachers. For his part he did not 
admit a question-book in the Sunday-school. 
Why? Because he would have the questions 
come hot from the teacher’s earnest heart. 
Helps, then, and external machinery were not 
of themselves sufficient to increase spirituality 
in our schools. And by spirituality he meant 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit producing faith 
and earnestness in the life of the teacher, lead- 
ing him to bring all the lambs into the fold of 
Christ. How shall we get this power? By 
prayer. And this was his main thought. There 
is not power enough in our Sabbath-schools. 
Not enough of the prayerful spirit pervading 
and Cag ahaa all the exercises. Some 
schools have very little prayer—a short open- 
ing invocation, and that is all. It isa mistake. 
The speaker had adopted a plan like this: Even 
after the opening prayer, sometimes, he would 
say to his teachers before they entered upon the 
work of teaching, ‘We have three minutes, 
now, for every teacher to pray with his class,’’ 
and every head is bowed, and not an audible 
tone is heard in the school—but the silence 
subdues and impresses even the scholars them- 
selves, It puts the school in the right frame 
for ne upon the lessons. It ealls down 
the Divine blessing. It brings the presence of 
the Holy Spirit, without whom there never can 
be any increase in the spirituality and religious 
efficiency of our Sabbath-schools. 


The Rev. R. R. Meredith, of New Jersey, an- 
swered the question from the Scriptures: ‘‘And 
Stephen, full of faith and of power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people.” It 
is simply a question as to how much faith and 
power each superintendent and teacher and 
scholar has, that determines the spirituality 
and religious efficiency of a school. Each must 
bring his share of the power. The size of the 
individual brand will determine the size of the 
fire when eg get them together. The power 
of faith is the key. The faith that honors God, 
that produces entire consecration of the heart, 
is the secret of all spiritual success. Let usex- 
ercise it. It is not in the opening prayer in the 
school-room that we are ordinarily to get the 
power. The teacher’s closet is the place, and 
the mpper room of the Teachers’ Meeting, 
where the baptism of the Holy Ghostis poured 
out. Let teachers get down before God and 
supplicate this baptism upon themselves and 
their classes. 

Deacon W. H. Byron, of Wisconsin, referred 
to our Lord’s figure, ‘‘Iam the Vine, ye are 
the branches,’’ as expressing the secret of spi- 
ritual power and success,—oneness with Christ. 
Some teachers have a very slight acquaintance 
with Jesus—are not at all intimate with him. 
They perhaps make a short call or two upon 
him in the closet and in the prayer-meeting, 
but they donot stay with him. ‘ Abide inme’”’ 
are his precious words. Abiding in Christ: is 
our privilege and our power as Christians. 
Away from him, how weak and ineffectual are 
all our efforts and our prayers! Let us realize 
our identity with Christ; that it is not we that 
live, but Christ that liveth in us. This is the 
power. Itis the living presence of Jesus, in 
the word and in the teacher, that makes the 
teaching effectual. There is a great difference 
between human teaching and divine teaching, 
The one is bringing the Word of God to the 
soul as a living reality; the other is getting 
between the soul and Christ, and eclipsing his 
glory. 

E. L. Little, of New York, continued the re- 
ference to Stephen. He wasa man “full of the 
Holy Ghost.’? Our efficiency as teachers de- 
pends upon our being filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Standing the other day, with a party of 
friends, under the great belt that carries the 
machinery of the cordage factory in the Charles- 
town Navy Yard, the speaker learned a lesson. 
Underneath his feet was an insulating piece of 





glass, and as he held his knuckle to the band 
that revolved with great velocity, the electri- 
city flashed in sparks upon his knuckle, until 
he became so fully charged with the electrical 
influence that his friends dreaded to touch him, 
and when they did, the sparks flew to them, 
So every teacher and Sunday-school worker 
must derive from above that spiritual influence 
that shall fill him with faith and zeal, and make 
him a vessel charged with divine influence, 
that shall continually be communicating itself 
to the school and the class, and all who come in 
contact with him. There is, too, a great deal in 
exercising our spiritual gifts in order to their 
growth, Let the teacher be sure that he has 
sought his preparation in the closet. Let him 
be sure that all the appliances and helps, all 
the thoughs and facts and illustrations he uses, 
are like the rough iron ore putinto the furnace, 
and that, by prayer and meditation and the 
power of the J pet has been brought to the 
fusion point. Lethim be filled and surcharged 
with the truth thus gained, and then he may 
pour it out, living and glowing, into the hearts 
of his scholars. 

John C. Baxter, of New York, believed in 
being thoroughly filled and saturated with the 
Sunday-school idea, so that everything we see 
and touch and handle may have its uses of in- 
struction for us, in the light of our Sunday- 
schoollabors. He believed that teachers should 
take hold of their lesson early in the week. 

read it, pray over it, meditate upon it and 
think so much of it that everything will have 

with them, a Sunday-school hue, Like tha 

animal which takes the color of whatever sub- 
stance it rests upon, so we must reflect the 
Sabbath-school from everything around us. 
As an illustration, if the speaker read the sign 
“S. S. Company,’? meaning Steam-Ship Com- 
pany, to him it was “‘ Sunday-School Company,”’ 
and he could not help the application until the 
second thought came to his assistance. While 
reading, at evening devotions, the sixteenth 
chapter of Luke, his little son, about three 
years old, looked him in the face, and asked, 
‘** Pa, has not that man had adrop of water yet?” 
‘““No, my child, and that was eighteen hundred 
years ago!” “I went to the prayer-meeting 
that bc my gti with this amazing thought. 
Repeating the question of my boy, and my an- 
swer to it, I inquired, Is there here one sinner 


.| out of Christ? If there is, will he not turn to 


Jesus now? For'who of us can dwell with de- 
vouring fire? Who of us can lie down in ever- 
lasting burnings?’? The duty of the teacher to 
make use of everything he meets,—every illus- 
tration, event, éxperience,—and turn it into 
capital for his Sunday-school work, if con- 
stantly impressed and acted upon, will make 
vigorous teachers, vigorous ‘schools, and in- 
crease the religious power, and multiply the 
success of Sunday-schools everywhere. 


B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois, felt the need, and 
deplored the absence, of the Holy Spirit's influ- 
ence and power in our Sunday-schools, as much 
as any of his brethren; and he had tried three 
plans that have worked under God’s blessing, 
to the conversion of souls; and that, conversion 
is what he understood by ‘spirituality and 
religious efficiency.’ The first plan was a 
morning prayer-meeting before the school be- 
gins ; the second, a prayer-meeting in which 
the scholars can havea part. He had found 
the. prayer-meeting to be the harvest-field of 
the Sunday-school. Out of some two hundred 
or three hundred conversions in his school, he 
did not remember of a single case that was not 
developed in a prayer-meeting, and in a prayer- 
meeting for children. The one they now .have 
is held on Saturday afternoons, conducted by 
the young ladies of the school, almost entirely 
by them. The third plan they have tried is 
going to the homes of the children and. talking 
to them about the salvation of their souls, They 
receive these visits warmly. They welcome 
them. They have proved a blessing to parents 
and scholars. For a number of months the 
speaker had adopted the plan of remaining for 
fifteen or thirty minutes after each school ses- 
sion, to talk personally with any child or 
teacher who had a word to speak to the super- 
intendent. God has blessed this means also, 
some.of the dear children having given their 
hearts to the Saviour on the spot. Especially 
has the plan been blessed to new scholars just 
entering the school, and to scholars leaving it, 
who have taken the opportunity fora last brief 
interview with their superintendent, The 
speaker had received letters from former scho- 
lars, referring in grateful terms to these parting 
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interviews as the means, under God, of their 
conviction of sin and conversion to Christ. 
The Rev. George Pierce, Jr., of New Jersey, 
next spoke, He believed that one sermon’ a 
day for pastors would greatly increase the spi- 
rituality and religious efficiency of our Sunday- 
schools. [Applause.] It would give the pastor 
opportunity to labor more with his Sunday- 
school teachers and scholars. Besides, why 
must we have two sermons of a Sabbath? One 
sermon, properly given and properly received, 
‘was as much as any soul needed for its growth 
and strength, and as much as it could use in 
healthful religious activity. For what is Di- 
vine aliment given? Simply to be received 
and enjoyed? No! To be used, to be ener- 
gized, and set at work in doing the Lord’s ser- 
vice. Weare much like asponge. The pastor 
a and po the water into it till it is 
ll, Shall it retain all it has received? It 
certainly will if reception is the only law that 
you recognize. No,no! The members ofour 
churches must give forth what they have, They 
must give the sinners around them an opeesce 
nity to squeeze them, that the waters of salva- 
tion they have themselves received may be 
given forth for rma 4 souls, and be poured out 
upon souls ready to languish. Another point: 
Do not attempt to teach a thing you have not 
prepared to teach. How can you do it? A 
man goes down town thinking he has money in 
his ket, but when he comes to pay for his 
purchases, finds his money missing. He is 
embarrassed. He is ashamed. A teacher who 
to his class with nothing in his heart, or 
is head, has nothing to do but to fumble and 
to fluster, or else to deceive his scholars, who 
ask him for what he cannot give. The scholars 
see it. They spot him! e will not gain 
much influence over them. Again, teachers 
must themselves know the way to Jesus, if 
they would lead their scholars tohim. They 
must have experienced religion themselves, to 
know what it is, and how to teach and com- 
mend it to others. It is a fearful thing to lead 
a young soul off the track, that is seeking to 
find the way to the Saviour! Fearful! Lastly, 
It is better to have a few tried teachers of abi- 
lity, of both intellectual and spiritual power, 
who are able to teach twenty, or thirty, or fifty, 
or one hundred scholars, as well as to teach five 
or six, than to divide and dissipate your best 
strength among many teachers. All your 
teachers will have something that they can do. 
They will not be idle. Find out their sphere 
and their power, and use it. Butdo not cut up 
your school into so many bits, and deal the 
rtions out to each teacher regardless of the 
ifferent gifts and qualifications of each. 
William Reynolds, of Illinois, sympathized 
with his brother McIlvaine in the opening of 
this subject. The success ofa school is not to 
be judged from its great numbers, its enthusi- 
asm, its contributions, or anything else but its 
spirituality, the number of conversions of its 
scholars. This is the true test—saving results. 
To this end we need more pointed instruction. 
We need more direct labor—a taking of the 
children by the hand and leading them straight- 
way to the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the most 
eminent ministers in the speaker’s State said 
to him that he was for years in the class of a 
teacher who faithfully and earnestly did the 
mere work of instruction in the text of the 
Bible—its historical facts and doctrinal state- 
ments—but he never made a personal applica- 
tion of the truth. During the years he was in 
the class, that teacher never said a word to him 
edt nea giving his heart to Christ. A 
stranger k the class once, in his absence, 
who said, ‘‘ Boys, I don’t know you, but I want 
to ask you each one the question, ‘Do you 
love the Lord Jesus Christ?’’’? He then went 
from boy to boy asking the question. When he 
came to this minister, he answered, frankly, 
“No, sir, Ido not love J esus, but I want to love 
him!’ And he dates his conversion from that 
lain, direct question of a stranger teacher. 
loved teacher, “let no man take thy crown” 
from a failure to press home pointedly, plainly, 
personally, the duty of each one of your dear 
scholars give his or her heart to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, now. I taught a class once with- 
out results, continued the speaker. Ittroubled 
me sorely. I told my troubles to a minister of 
Christ who was staying with me. “ You lack 
faith,’ he said. ‘‘ Have you ever taken your 
scholars one by one,.and asked them person- 
ally why they were not Christians?” ‘No, I 
never have.”’ ‘ Well, there is your difficulty. 
You have lacked faith in the virtue of such 





direct labor with them, Take your class now 
and ask each one of them personally, ‘What 
keeps a my dear ——, from the Lord Jesus 
Christ?’ Let us go apart and pray for your 
scholars.’”’ We went to an upper room, and 
prayed that God would give me, as the teacher, 
each one of my scholars on the very next day. 
Thenext day was the Sabbath. I resolved that 
I would honor God by believing his promises. 
There was no unusual religious interest in the 
school. AsI longed and prayed for my class, 
my faith increased. I pleaded, ‘“O Lord, for 
thy name’s sake, for Jesus’ sake, for these dear 
souls’ sake, give me all my scholars for thee} 
on the morrow!’ I went to my class the next 
day with feelings I never hadbefore. I taught 
the lesson. I applied it. ‘‘ Anne, when do 
oe expect to bea Christian?” ‘I don’t know, 
r. Reynolds.”’ “Don’t you feel that you 
ought to be one now?” ‘Yes, sir.” ‘‘ Anne, 
will you not surrender your heart to Jesus?” 
She burst into tears. I faithfully spoke to the 
next, and the next, until my five scholars were 
in tears, and one of them said to me, ‘* Won’t 
you please meet us in a prayer-meeting at our 
ouse, Mr. Reynolds?” “With pleasuré.” I 
went there. e knelt in prayer, and every 
one of them, there upon their knees, gave 
themselves away to Jesus, and they are earnest 
Christians to-day, three of them, in my Sab- 
bath-school, leading others to the same Sa- 
viour. I took another class, and pursued the 
same course. All but one were converted to 
Christ. We kept up these class meetings, and 
others were drawn in and converted. Fellow 
teacher! take your class in the arms of prayer. 
Have faithin God. Believe his word. Expect 
the blessing. It will coine. God has chal- 
lenged you to faith. He is ready and willing 
to bless you. Why should you doubt? Dear 
teachers, do not let another Sabbath pass with- 
out a direct, faithful, personal effort to win 
your scholars to Christ. Our scholars are fast 
going to eternity. We know not how near 
they may be. e are teaching them, Sabbath 
after Sabbath; yet we do not feel the impor- 
tance of their present, their immediate conver- 
sion. A few weeks ago one of myscholars left 
the class, and before the next Sunday was in 
eternity. As I took his teacher’s hand, I said 
to him, ‘Did you never expect to meet your 
boy again when you parted from him last Sab- 
bath?” He burst into tears, and replied, ‘‘ I 
am afraid to meet that boy at the judgment bar 
of God. I never asked him to bea Christian !’’ 
O, Sabbath-school teachers, ponder these things, 
and let the solemn weight of souls rest upon 
and press you down until you discharge your 
whole duty. 


Rev. H. C. Fish, D.D., of Newark, New Jer- 
sey, referred to the settled unbelief as to the 
conversion of little children. Excellent people 
shake their heads solemnly when you speak of 
it. He knew ministers that were doubtful 
about it. McCheyne says that one of the great 
sins the Church of God will have to account 
for is their little faith in the conversion of chil- 
dren. The fearful responsibility of this matter 
lies on every minister, on every teacher, on 
every individual Christian. We must rid our- 
selves of this fatal unbelief, which cuts the si- 
news of our strength, weakens the fervor of 
our prayers, and dampens the zeal of all our 
labors. Uniess we believe this truth fully and 
earnestly, how can we do anything for the sal- 
vation of our children? Again, we must expect 
their conversion. Mr. Hammond has used this 
good illustration: When a man sets a net, he 
surely will go to see whether he has taken any 
fishes in it. Do you, teacher, when you have 
spread the net of the gospel for your children, 
go to see if you have caught anything? Our 

rother Reynolds has shown us clearly what 
we have heard of over and over again, but 
need so often to be told,—the great sysceptibi- 
lity of children to religious impressions. If 
your heart is full of the love of Jesus, you 
may lead their hearts to Him. They will melt 
before your entreaties and appeals, like wax 
before the fire. O brethren, bear this thought 
away with you, that you are responsible to 
God for the early conversion of the children; 


that it is not only feasible and practicable, but 


that it is your first duty, to bring the lambs to 
Jesus. The little ones need a Saviour. As 
soon as they are old enough to sin, they are 
old enough to repent. So far as we can, let us, 
by the grace of God, seize them in life’s ear- 
liest morning, and bear them away from 
— grasp into the love and the cuneate of 
esus. 





Lucius Hart, of New York, spoke briefly of 
two ways of increasing the spirituality and re- 
ligious power of our schools—by goo singing, 
and by cultivating the spirit of benevolence, 
Two little ones in his school had been in the 
habit of bringing ten cents each as their regu- 
lar Sunday offering. One of them died. e 
other child continued to bring his brother’s 
offering, and when a babe was born, its offer- 
ing, too, was brought with the others, when it. 
was but four days old! making thirty cents. 
from those little lambs each Lord’s day. That 
is beginning early. It is the true plan. 

David A. Burr, Esq., of the District of Co- 
lumbia, spoke to the question before the Con- 
vention from the standpoint of the superinten- 
dent. It was of the utmost importance to every 
superintendent to know “‘ How can I increase 


the spirituality and the religious efficiency of 


my school?” If he, as superintendent, goes to 
his teachers’ meeting cold in heart, worldly- 
minded, the meeting will partake of the same- 
spirit. If onthe Lord’s day he goes coldly and 
languidly to his duties, feeling at a distance 
from God, it is soon evident that the school has 
caught the same spirit. It is very plain, then, 


that the first duty for me, as a superintendent,. 


is to get nearer to God myself. If we do this, 
as superintendents and teachers, shall we not 
see the spiritual power and results follow? 
Several have referred to means of promoting 
these results. Sympathy with the scholars, 
having their hearts beat against your own 
heart, plain personal appeal, &c., have been 
well and wisely spoken of. There are some 
teachers, however, who are naturally timid and 
reserved. They do not like to speak of their 
own hearts’ feelings, still less to speak to others 
to draw out their hearts. There is a way for 
them. Timid, diffident teacher, did you ever 
try writing to your scholars? If not, you can 
have no idea of the power of a gh 4 letter. 
The child loves togetit. It goes right to the 
heart. Ihave tried it, and have seen its results, 
Try it, my brother, mysister. Another thing. 
Make special effort to keep the young converts 


in the way. Give themsomething todo. Band. 


them together. Encourage them to meet to- 
gether to-talk.of Jesus. Guide and counsel 
them. Help them in their difficulties and dis- 
couragements, and you will, by God’s blessing, 
have them growing iy ory youa continual 
delight to your own heart and a constant spi- 
ritual element in your school, giving tone to 


all its exercises, and by their words and works. 


bringing others to Jesus. 

Colonel John W. Ray. of Indiana, suggested 
the importance of asking the fathers and mo- 
thers to pray for the school and for their 
own children in it, He had gone into his own 
church prayer-meeting and made the earnest 
request, and the Sabbath after a deep serious- 
ness prevailed, which resulted in a precious 
and continuous revival, and some one hundred 
and fifty from the school have joined the 
Church since January last. 


By suggestion of the Chair, two minutes 
were now spent in silent prayer for an increase 
of spirituality in the Sabbath-schools of the 
United States and for the conversion of all the 
children to Christ. The Rev. W. C. Van Meter, 
late of Howard Mission, New York, broke the 
silence by audible prayer. Mrs. Heath, of 
Kansas, made an impressive speech, and the 
Rev. Dr. Tyng, of New York, closed the topic 


and the session by one of the most effective ad-- 


dresses of the whole Convention, 


CO eo 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 





The Pennsylvania State Sunday-School Con- 
vention.—The Pennsylvania Sabbath-School 
Association is exhibiting a wholesome and 
gratifying degree of vitality. At its invitation, 
the Sunday-school people of the State assem~- 
bled in Convention at Williamsport, on Tues- 
day, June ist, continuing the sessions unt’ 
Thursday night, June 3d. The Conventi 
was composed of some of the best men in 
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State; and the exercises compared well, for 
interest and profit, with any of the Conventions 
heretofore held in the State. 

The chair was taken by the Rev. G. A. Peltz, 
the efficient President of the Association, who 
has few equals as a presiding officer. 

The morning exercises were opened with a 
short address by the Rev. Wm. Sterling, pas- 
tor of the church in which the Convention 
met, who spoke some eloquent words of hearty 
welcome. The rest of the session was taken 
up with the customary business preliminaries of 
organization. Mr. Gould, of Philadelphia, led 
the music, assisted by a party of children from 
the “ Little Wanderers’ Home.”’ 

In the afternoon the President opened the 
discussion on ‘‘ Our Work,’’ which was taken 
up and continued by a number of the brethren 
present, in a practical style, sufficient to con- 
vince all who heard it that the Association 
means WORK in good earnest, for the coming 
year. 

Representatives from the various counties 
were called for, who gave brief and interesting 
statements of the progress of the work in their 
respective fields of labor. The reports show a 
marked improvement in the work, in almost 
all parts of the State. 

The evening session was occupied with stir- 
ring and practical addresses on several subjects 
connected with the work. Rev. G. H. Coffey, 
of Williamsport, advocated the ‘‘Evangelization 
of the Masses’”’ in a manner which left a mark- 
ed impression on his hearers. Rev. Wm. 
Harris, of Towanda, spoke on ‘‘ How to Work 
Up a County,” giving some hints as to success 
in this work from the example of Bradford, 
which Mr. Crittenden and others have ‘‘ work- 
ed up,’’ till it is one of the most efficient coun- 
ties in the State. 

Rev. Robert McMillan, of Lawrence County, 
gave his experience as to the best way of suc- 
cess in ‘‘ Reaching the Children.’’ 

General Beaver, of Bellefonte, followed, with 
some intensely practical thoughts as to the 
way in which we should do our work ; and Nel- 
son Kingsbury, Esq., of Philadelphia, conclu- 
ded with a deeply interesting incident, show- 
ing the fruit of faithful labor. . 

The ‘‘ Question-Box’’ had its due share at 
this, and the other sessions of the Convention. 

Wednesday was a day of great practical inte- 
rest. The most of the morning was spent in 
hearing and discussing the report of the State 
Secretary, Rev. Alfred Taylor. This, though 
necessarily long, was a document of rare inte- 
rest, and shows a much greater degree of im- 
provement in activity throughout the State, 
than was generally supposed. (This report is 
to be published in full, and will be sent to any 
person who will address with stamp, Rev. Al- 
fred Taylor, Box 2523, Philadelphia Post- 
Office.) 

Wednesday afternoon was occupied with the 
election of officers of the State Association for 
the coming year; and with discussions on 
practical topics. The principal officers are as 
follows: 

President—Rev. George A. Peltz. 

Chairman of Business Committee—George H. 
Stuart. ‘ 

Treasurer—Robert F. Sterling. 

Secretary—Rev. Alfred Taylor. 

The names of the Vice Presidents and Mana- 
gers we will give next week. 

Two well known brethren from New York 
State, Rev. Dr. Niles, of Corning, and Rev. C. 
Z. Case, of Elmira, contributed largely, on 
Wednesday afternoon and evening, to the pro- 
fitand interest of the Convention. The closing 





day of the Convention was occupied with the 
most practical kind of “‘work-talk.’’ In pointed 
speeches of five minutes each, delegates from 
various parts of the State gave their views on 
the work of the pastor, the teacher, and the 
parent. 

The blackboard, the work of teaching, and 
the inevitable ‘* question box’’ came in for their 
share in the afternoon and evening; and, with 
a few gigantic pictures of Palestine scenery, 
earnest farewell addresses, and other exercises 
of speech, song and prayer, the Convention ad- 
journed to meet at Harrisburg in June, 1870. 

The work in Pennsylvania was never in 
better condition, and the friends of the cause, 
and of the Association, may indulge the high- 
est hopes of the successful prosecution of a 
greatly increased and improved work for the 
ensuing twelve months. 





The Ohio State Sabbath-School Convention. 
—Favored with delightful weather and a grow- 
ing interest in the Sunday-school work, a large 
number of fellow laborers were present at the 
opening session. The first hour was spent in 
devotional exercises, reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, singing, and prayer. Theseservices were 
conducted with great freedom, and pervaded 
with evident tokens of the Divine favor. The 
opening address of welcome by Prof. A. M. 
Reed, of the Female Seminary of this city, was 
a model of its kind, and the effect upon the au- 
dience was marked and inspiring. Then fol- 
lowed reports of the progress of Sunday-school 
work in the counties. Several were heard 
from, and the tidings were full of encourage- 
ment regarding the work already performed, 
as also of the necessity and importance of its 
more vigorous performances amid abounding 
destitution throughout our State. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The first half-hour was spent in prayer, the 
church being crowded with the representatives 
of the Sunday-school enterprize in the State. 
Then followed an address by Rev. Mr. Fletcher, 
late missionary in Brazil, and soon to embark 
for Portugal. His remarks were interesting 
and well received by the audience. Our excel- 
lent President, L. Prentiss, Esq., of Cleveland, 
delivered an address, which deeply impressed 
the Sunday-school work upon the great crowd 
that listened so attentively to his clear, practi- 
cal, and correct views on the subject of teach- 
ing the Bible with a view to the personal sal- 
vation of our scholars. Rev. J. F. Loyd, of 
Cincinnati, presented the subject of Sunday- 
school Institutes and how to secure helpers in 
conducting them, followed by an address by 
Rev. B. W. Chidlaw, on ‘‘ Converted Children, 
How to Train and Develope them in Christian 
Character and Habits.’’ 
parents, pastors, and teachers. They must re- 
alize and feel its importance, and assume its 
responsibilities in the love and fear of God. 
The young convert must be taught the great 
principles of religion, so as to understand their 
relations to Christian experience and Christian 
service. He must be early and kindly induct- 
ed into personal labor for Christ. Work for 
Jesus will develope and strengthen the young 
disciple, and he will be steadfast in the faith. 
These points were happily illustrated by touch- 
ing and appropriate incidents, which held the 
attention and interest of the entire congrega- 
tion. C. H. Wolf, Esq., of Cincinnati, a well 
known and suecessful superintendent and 
teacher, gave the Convention his views on ob- 
ject teaching and blackboard exercises, follow- 
ed by Rev. Mr. Sawyer on the same subject. 


' 


This was the work of 





These exercises were enlivened by the sing- 
ing of our best Sunday-school hymns and 
tunes, led by Prof. W. H. Doane, whose labors 
in this department of Sunday-school service 
are always appreciated in our Sunday-schools 
and at our Conventions, 


THE EVENING SESSION. 


A densely crowded house, spirited singing, 
and fervent prayer gave tone to the work of 
the evening. Rev. H.C. Hayden, ‘of Pains- 
ville, Ohio, delivered a well prepared and in- 
structive address on “‘ Child-Mind,’’ followed 
by Prof. Wolfon ‘ Bible-Class Teaching and 
the Use of the Blackboard,’ holding the atten- 
tion of the great audiencd fér nearly an hour. 
The chaplain of the Ohio State Prison, Rev. A. 
G. Byers, an earnest and attractive speaker, 
enthusiastic in his devotion to his chosen work 
of gospel labor among the convicts, closed the 
services in a short and affecting speech, show- 
ing the results of his labors in teaching the’ 
truths of redeeming love within prison walls, 
and in gloomy cells. We anticipate on to- 
morrow the discussion of several practical 
subjects, and a grand mass meeting of the 
schools of Steubenville and vicinity. We 
found, in the pews, a good supply of “ The 
Sunday-School Times,” and that the Sunday- 
school friends and workers were gratified with 
the opportunity of greeting and receiving their: 
efficient and welcomed helper. OHIO. 

Steubenville, Ohio, June 3, 1869. 





A Jubilee at the Sea-Shore.—On the 26th of 
May the Sunday-schools of Cape May County, 
New Jersey, met at the Sea-Breeze House,, 
Cape Island, and held their third grand Jubilee.. 
Through the kindness of Wm. J. Sewell, an 
excursion-train was provided for the day, and 
all along the line of the railroad the people 
came en masse and filled the cars to overflow- 
ing. About half-past 10 o’clock the schools ar- 
rived at the Island, with appropriate mottoes 
and banners, making a very fine appearance. 
We assembled in the large dining-room of the 
house, under the direction of N. S. Corson, Esq. 
After singing and prayer an address of wel- 
come was delivered by Rev. G. B. Wight, and 
responded to by Wm. R. Smith. All were now 
dismissed, to enjoy the refreshments provided 
and to ramble along the sea-shore. It wasa 
beautiful sight to see so many children sport- 
ing on the beach on such a lovely day. At 2} 
o’clock we were again summoned into the 
large room, to hear addresses from Rev. B. C. 
Lippincott, Rev. A. J. Hires and Rey. J. K. 
Manning. At this meeting it was resolved to 
hold a Sunday-School Teachers’ Institute for 
the county. Rev. B. C. Lippincott was appoint- 
ed to conduct it. So, you see, Mr. Editor, we 
are moving in the great Sunday-school inte- 
rests. We closed the day having had a most 
pleasant time, and, we trust, the better for 
having enjoyed it. L. 





A Delightful Anniversary.—The Sabbath- 
schools of the North Broad Street Presbyterian: 
Church, Philadelphia, Rev. Dr. Stryker, pastor,. 
celebrated their tenth anniversary on Thursday 
evening, June 3d. The pulpit was surmounted 
with a triple-arch, beautifully festooned with 
flowers and foliage. On the middle part were 
the words ‘‘Gop 1s Love,” in large, evergreen 
letters. The exercises consisted of addresses 
by Mr. W. E. Camp, superintendent, the pastor 
of the church, and Rey. Dr. Willits ; intersper- 
sed with entertaining dialogues and beautiful 
singing by the scholars, In addition to these, one: 
of the most attractive features of the occasion 
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was the presentation of flowers and other of 
ferings by the classes to their teachers and the 
patrons of the schools. These were received 
through Mr. G. W. Eddy,.and the bouquets 
arranged, as they passed through his hands, on 
a board, in the form of a cross, which, when 
completed by the floral offerings, was a beauti- 
ful sighct. The dialogues had been prepared 
with a view of showing the practical working 
of the school, containing useful instruction and 
advice, combined with innocent amusement. 
““The Golden Nine,’’ a charming Concert Ex- 
ercise, from Mr. Gould’s new music-book— 
**Songs of Gladness,’”’—was happily rendered, 
and the occasion was all that could be desired 
as an anniversary. G. 
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LESSON No. 25. 
(For Sunday, June 20, 1869.) 


The God-Man—The Divine Sympathizer. 
JOHN 11: 33-46. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verses 33,34. When Jesus saw her weeping and the 
Jews also weeping—The weeping of Mary and her at- 
tendants is referred toas exciting the emotion of 
Jesus. He groaned in the spirit—Alford gives this 
the sense: He struggled with, or rebuked His spirit; 
endeavoring to choke down His emotion, so that 
He might speak. The Greek seems to justify this 
view. But even this implies the sentiment which 
the English version so plainly expresses: that the 
human nature of Jesus was profoundly moved by 
sympathy with the sorrowing company around 
Him. 


35. Jesus wept—As He went toward the grave. 
Why should He have wept, when He knew that He 
was about to raise Lazarus, and thus furnish full 
consolation to Mary and Martha? If the passage 
be considered simply from the stand-point of 
Christ’s human nature, the objection ceases to have 
force ; for even when the mind isset upon relieving 
sufferings which have awakened profound sympa- 
thy, it is not inconsistent with that purpose, nor 
contrary to our experience, that tears should be ex- 
cited. Indeed, the elation and agitation wrought 
by anticipating the revulsion of feeling on the part 
of the sorrowing, takes, through sympathy, the di- 
rection of a kindred revulsion of feeling, and exhi- 
bits its usual effects, namely, tears. Judging, there- 
fore, the human heart of Jesus by our own human 
hearts, we readily understand why He wept. His 
tears were mingled tears of sympathizing sorrow 
for present woe, and joy for anticipated joy. 


36,37. Behold how He loved him—The Lord’s grief 
testified to all of His deep love; the spectators were 
doubtless in error as to the occasion of His tears, 
which they took tobe the death of Lazarus; but the 
moving cause was indeed Love; a perfect human 
affection, which was the foundation of His sympa- 
thy with the sisters. Verse 36 was probably uttered 
by those more friendly to Jesus; verse 37 by hostile 
persons, And—Greek, in the sense of but, im- 
plying a contrast of the spirit of the two utterances. 
Could not this man—Spoken sarcastically; they 
throw discredit upon the statement that a miracle 
was wrought in the case of the blind man, by the 
failure to work a miracle in behalf of Lazarus. 
They reasoned that He would have saved him if He 
could have saved him, So Christ was taunted upon 
the cross: ‘‘ Thou that saved others, save Thyself!’ 
The thought of a remedy at this stage does not even 
occur to them. 

38,39. Again groaning in Himself—‘ After indul- 
gence of tears of grief, nothing is more natural than 
the signs of inward perturbation, expressed in 























(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the’ Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of the United States for 
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groans, sobs and long-drawn = sighs.”’—QOwen. 
Alford, as before, takes the sense of struggling 
against His emotion, a self-restraint, required by 
what followed, Jt was a cave—a family vault,—a 
natural cave, fitted by artificial means, for a sepul- 
chre. The limestone hills of Palestine abound in 
these caves. The cave of Macpelah is an instance 
of their use as burial-places. The recesses for the 
bodies pierced horizontally three sides of the 
vault. In these the dead were usually laid, uncof- 
fined. In the fourth side was the entrance, which 
was not walled up, but was protected against jack- 
als and dogs, by a movable stone slab. 

39, 40. Take ye away the stone—The Lord would 
have human handsdo all that human power can 
do. The remonstrance of Martha is characteristic ; 
an exposure of the decomposing body offended her 
sense of propriety ; she was not willing to have her 
poor brother’s corpse seen by the company in its 
state of decay. It is probable that there was suffi- 
cient reason to justify Martha’s words: Lord, it 
smelleth now (original), besides the one assigned. 
But even had there been no offensive odor near the 
grave, we must surely suppose decomposition, un- 
der the circumstances: violent sickness, sudden 
death, and nearly four days confinement in a close 
vault. Said I not unto thee—A gentle rebuke, re- 
minding her of past assurances, and turning her 
mind from the evidence of sense to the exercise of 
faith. Martha feared that Christ’s command would 
bring to her sight only a body of death; Jesus bade 
her believe, and so she should see, not death, but 
life; not the shame and utmost weakness of mor- 
tals, but the glory of God. 

41, 42. I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me—Re- 
ferring to prayers offered in Perea before starting, 
or during the journey to Bethany. Thou hearest Me 
always—The general statement of the same truth: 
the eternal and effectual Mediation of our Great 
High Priest. But because of the people—This isa 
Thanksgiving prayer, which may properly have 
reference in part to the effect upon the hearers, 
That they may believe—Answered prayer is an argu- 
ment for the Being, Providence and Love of God. 
“In the filial relation of the Lord Jesus to the 
Father, all power is given to Him: the Son can do 
nothing of Himself;—and during His humiliation 
on earth, these acts of power were done by Him, 
not by that glory of His own which He had laid 
aside, but by the mighty working of the Father in 
Him, and in answer to His prayer.”’— Alford, 

43,44, Lazarus, come forth—The animating power 
seems to have gone forth with the voice of Jesus.— 
John 5: 28, 29. “It is the Lord’s descending with a 
shout (lst Thess. 4: 16), which is followed by the re- 
surrection of the dead in Christ. Nor probably is 
the last trump of Ist Cor. 15: 52, anything else but 
this voice of God, which shall sound through all 
the kingdom of death.”—Trench. Grave-clothes— 
The bandages used in applying the spices and 
sweet ointments, with which the wealthier Jews 
anointed their dead. In the Egyptian mummies, 
the trappings enclose each limb separately ; among 
the Jews they were not so elaborate, but if put on 
in the same manner, they would have left the 
limbs partly free. Thus Lazarus was jenabled to 
rise out of the recess, and leave the vault without 
help. The statement that the napkin was bound 
about the face, certainly precludes any doubt as to 
the actual death of the man. Loose him—The con- 
sternation, the mingled feelings of fear and joy, 
which the appearing of the dead awakened, para- 
lyzed the spectators so that they withheld the 
needed help. The voice of Jesus arouses them to 
their duty. 

45,46. The Evangelist passes in silerice the scene 
which must have followed—the joy of the sisters, 
the congratulations of friends, the eager questions 
as to the secrets of those four days, and, we may be- 
lieve, their grateful adorations of the Lord. Tradi- 
tion has been busy to fill the blank with imagina- 
tions such as the fo!lowing: The first question 


which Lazarus asked Jesus, after he was come back . 


from the grave, was, whether he should have to die 
again; and, learning that it must needs be so, he 
never smiled any more. The effects of the miracle 
upon the spectators, are, however, given; we see 
the mercies of God and the means of grace marking 
out the same two classes into which the world has 
ever been divided over the Name and Truth of 
Jesus—the one, received the Truth, and the Truth 
made them free; the other, “‘Would not be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead.” 





ANALYSIS. 
I. Tue TEARS oF JESUS. 


Facts.—Verses 38-87. 
Thoughis.—_Sweet thought! ‘‘ We have not a High 


Priest which cannot be touched with a feeling of 


our infirmities,” “amen 
Jesus wept!—and the same heart whose deep sym- 
pathy evoked those tears, yearns to-day and ever 
over the sorrowing, every where ae 
If the tears of Jesus could constrain men to say: 
Behold how He loved! how much more should mem 
believe and wonder at Christ’s Love, in view of the 
Passion of the Cross, eee 
If the Heart of Christ was stirred over the woes of 
that little circle, how deep beyond fathom must be 
the yearnings of sympathy which move that Heart 
over the sorrows of this great, sad world!....... 
Oh, Lord Jesus, who didst mingle Thy tears with 
those of Mary and Martha, teach me to “ weep with. 
them that weep!’ . » He who. 
tasted the bitterness of tears upon earth, is He who 
shall wipe all tears from our eyes in heaven.. 


ey 
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II. CHRIST AT THE GRAVE-SIDE.. 

Facts.—V erses 38-42, 

Thoughts.—How often Jesus stands at the grave 
with the bereaved, promising consolation which 
the sorrowing heart rejects, even as Martha opposed 
Uae Wn OF CMEIUN be Cire sr cht cegecccausceNes 
And to such comes the gentle ‘rebulke of the blessed 
Lord, saying: If thow wouldst believe! Yes, it is 
Faith’s hand alone that can take from Jesus the 
healing balm,....... ‘ eee 
When Christ opens up the grave where our sor- 
rows lie, it is only to send into it His own sweet so- 
laces. Then, oh, my soul, open thou thy wounds, 
that the Good Physician may pour in the oil of joy! 
... There is but one sure 
source of comfort in view of a loved one’s death— 
unfaltering trustin Jesus,...... ovledben 
Lord, help me to stand by the short mounds of my 
little babés, over which the spring verdure is creep- 
ing, and the spring blossoms are opening, and utter 
my Saviour’s eucharist: Father, I thank Thee! I 
do thank Thee, Lord, for the sweetness which 
their brief lives breathed upon my soul; for the 
comfort which Thou didst send to my anguish; for 
the better knowledge of the power of my Faith to 
soothe the hours of grief; for the hope that in the 
Resurrection I'shall see Thy glory in the re-awa- 
kening of mine and of me. 


III. THE VOICE OF Gop. 

Facts.—Verses 43, 44. 

Thoughts.—Oh, Christ, with the heart of man and 
the power of God, perfect in Thy humanity, and 
perfect in Thy’ Divinity, we adore Thee as God, 
blessed forever!. asaeeede rrrrcrere ee. 
“The hour is coming when all ‘that are in their 
graves shall hear His voice.” Lord, prepare me to 
lie down in the grave in the good hope of that hour. 
ao . The voice of Christ 
alone can give the life of. regeneration to the soul 
dead in sin. But the kindly offices of ministers 
and teachers and friends, may loose the soul from 
the incumbrances of human tradition and preju- 
dice and ignorance, which so often enwrap it. 
Teacher, trust and look to Jesus only to awaken 
new life in your scholars’ souls; do thou diligently 
prune and -train that life into spiritual beauty. 


er 
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ssi. staked bik aka Seale > iakealey © Sweet Rose of Sharon! 
thy fragrance purifies even the putrefaction of the 
Poe a RC LOR OL And after the days 


of waiting in grief came that hour of joy. 


“Yet so itis: for duly there 
The bitter herbs of earth are set, 
Till, tempered by the Saviour’s prayer, 
And with the Saviour’s life-blood wet, 
They turn to sweetness, and drop holy balm, 
Soft as imprisoned martyr’s death-bed calm.” 
—Keble’s Christian Year. 


IV. THE EFFECTS OF THE MIRACLE UPON 
THE SPECTATORS. 


Facts.—Verses 45, 46. See Exposition: 


‘Oh, shame, beyond the bitterest thought 
That evil spirit ever framed, 
That sinners know what Jesus wrought, 
Yet feel their haughty hearts untamed.” 
—Keble. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consukt this column every week. 








Bright Jewels.—We have within a few 


. days received our first instalment of this new 


music-book from the publishers, who assure 
us that the demand for it, in advance of 

ublication, surpassed that of any other 
book ever issued by their house. When we 
remember the popularity of the ‘‘ Golden 
Chain,” ‘‘ Golden Censer,” ‘ Fresh Lau- 
rels,”’ &c., &c., published during the life- 
time of MR. BRADBURY, we can but ad- 
mire the discretion of the present publishers 
in engaging a man of the musical ability of 
Rev. Robert Lowry, as editor of ‘‘ Bright 
Jewels ;”’ as well as the persistent energy 
they have displayed in making the exist- 
ence of the book known through every 
available channel. Schools desiring to in- 
troduce ‘‘ Bright Jewels,’’ will be supplied 
by us at $30 per 100 copies, in board covers. 
Sample in paper cover, mailed for 25 cents. 

New List of Premiums.—It has been 
our custom for years to offer Premiums to 
those who interest themselves in securing 
subscribers for Zhe Sunday-School Times, 
in accordance with certain ‘‘ conditions” 
which are set forth in the Premium List. 
We have recently added some very valuable 
publications for superintendents and teach- 


-ers to this collection of Premiums, and will 


mail a copy of the New List to any one of 
our readers who will try to obtain subscri- 
bers, on receipt of a stamp for return 
postage. 


——————> <> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES.’ 


BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 








, 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE GREAT QUESTION. 


DITH MORRIS was naturally of a medita- 
tive turn of mind. From a little child she 
had had a habit of stealing away by herself to 
some quiet spot where she couldthink, Some- 
times her thoughts were very fanciful and un- 
meaning, but of late they had been more ear- 
nest, more upon questions of duty. Surround- 
edas she had ever been by the most decided 
religious influences, it was impossible that she 
should have lived nearly fourteen years without 
tonvictions of her obligations to her God and 
Saviour. She early settled it in her mind that 
she should never be happy until she was a 
Christian, and she had made spasmodic efforts 
to attain the desirable end; but for two years she 
had been halting between two opinions, some- 
times thinking she had found the Pearl of great 
price, then discouraged by some outbreak of 
faults that she thought were conquered, or some 
‘sudden yielding to temptation; and so she had 
fallen back into indifference. 

; Edith’s mistake and trouble was a very com- 
Monone. She was trying to work out her own 
Salvation in her own way, forgetting that it is 
“‘God who worketh in us to will and to do of 


his good pleasure.’ Her natural pride and 
————ee 


“Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
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self-sufficiency shrank from a simple surren- 
der of herself to the Saviour who had wrought 
out for her a full salvation, and so she struggled 
on in her quiet, reserved way, very faithful in 
outward duties, but making little advance to- 
wards the happy, peaceful. state of a trustful, 
loving believer in Jesus. Had she been wil- 
ling to confess her desires and difficulties, how 
gladly would father or sister or brother have 
helped her over them all, and led her into the 
sure path to heavén. But her mother had been 
her confidant, and when she was taken away 
from her, the stricken child willfully barred 
the door of her heart against all other intrusion. 
But her watchful father was not so unconscious 
of her inward strivings as she imagined, and 
though he refrained from seeking her confi- 
dence, he endeavored to suit his instructions 
and prayers to her condition and need. 

Jessie was just the reverse in disposition from 
Edith. Frank, affectionate, and confiding, she 
had not a thought which was not shared by 
some one of the home circle, and though she 
seemed but a merry, thoughtless child, she had 
her thoughtful moods, her hours of earnest 
questioning about the great truths she was so 
constantly taught. She was not troubled with 
doubts or fears as to her own salvation; she 
believed Jesus was able and willing to save her, 
if she loved and trusted him, and she was sure 
it was easy todo that. Soshe left the matter as 
one that she wouid think more about by-and- 
bye, and enjoyed her childish sports with unal- 
loyed pleasure. 

There was some curiosity in the minds of the 
older girls as to the individual religious state of 
the others; itis so natural when one is deeply 
interested in a certain subject to wonder what 
our associates think ofit. Edith wondered if 
her new friends were Christians, and Mabel 
and Grace had the same inquisitiveness about 
Edith, but as yet not a word had been ex- 
changed upon the subject. Of the three, only 
one could answer the great question ‘‘AmTIa 
Christian?’? with any degree of assurance or 
satisfaction to herself. Gracie’s love to Jesus 
was so spontaneous, her confidence in him so 
unwavering, and her determination to serve 
him so sincere and decided, there was no room 
for doubt in her mind, She knew God was her 
Father, and was she not then his child ? 

But Mabel’s faith was not so clear; she had 
many difficulties to contend with; there was 
so much that was new and mysterious to her 
about the whole subject, her former habits of 
thought and feeling had been so opposed to re- 
ligious things, her impulses and inclinations 
so selfish and worldly, they could not be over- 
come in a moment, and though she was con- 
scious of a change in her desires and aims, she 
did not feel sure she was a Christian. 

Many dear lambs of the flock falter and grow 
discouraged just here, They think that to bea 
Christian is to experience some wonderful 
change; and because they find the old sinful 
habits and inclinations lurking about them, 
leading them astray from the path they wish to 
tread, they fear their hope is vain, even though 
they can truly say, ‘‘ I know I love Jesus and 
desire to please him more than ever I did be- 
fore.”’ 

This is the change—not to be made perfect in 
a moment, but to have our hearts turned away 
from ourselves and the world, towards Jesus, 
leaning upon him with a simple, loving faith; 
and instead of being satisfied with ourselves, 
to see our faults, and watchfully and prayer- 
fully strive to subdue them. 

As these young friends rode along at this 
beautiful sunset hour, the train of thought in 
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the minds of two of them was much the same. 
Edith had more knowledge of holy things than 
Mabel, and had less excuse for lingering so 
long in the shadows of doubt and indecision ; 
while Mabel, from amid those shadows, longed 
for more light, a clearer hope. Both felt a 
vague wistfulness for something to make their 
enjoyment of the beauties around them a more 
perfect link to connect them with the Creator 
of all; while Grace felt like a child walking 
hand in hand with a loving Father through 
some vast crystal palace, where his handiwork 
was displayed on every side, and while she 
wondered and admired, she could look up con- 
fidingly and say, ‘‘ My Father made them all.” 

“ How bright and happy everything seems 
after the rain,’ said she, breaking the silence 
which had reigned for a few moments; anda 
glance at her glowing face revealed the reason 
why she thought so; she was looking through 
a happy medium, 

“Everything? That includes the trees, the 
water, and the clouds, I suppose,”’ said Percy. 
‘What do you think of those dark-visaged fel- 
lows over there?” pointing to the darker part 
of the heavens. ‘They look to me as if they 
were scowling with vexation, because they are 
not allowed to deluge us any longer.”’ 

“Oh,” said Jessie, “‘ but don’t you see how 
they are running away to hide like naughty 
children, and the bright ones are rolling and 
tumbling over them ?” 

“T was looking this way,” said Grace ; ‘‘ the 
shadows are all on your side; my view is 
bright and beautiful. Itseems almost as if we 
could see the shining shore over there.”’ 

The idea was suggestive to Jessie, and she 
struck up merrily the chorus, 

“For oh we stand on Jordan’s strand, 
Our friends are passing over, 

And just before the shining shore 
We may almost discover.” 


“Oh, Jessie!’’ exclaimed Edith, as the thought 
of the dear one passed over to the shinin, ° 
shore brought tears to her eyes, ‘‘ how can you 
sing that hymn so carelessly?” 

Jessie understood her sister’s reproof, and 
was sobered in an instant. 


‘Oh, I forgot!’ she replied penitently, and 
gazing westward towards the golden bright- 
ness, a shade of sorrowful earnest settled on 
her face. é 

Percy, too, was sobered ; the memory of his 
mother filled a very tender place in his heart ; 
and the thought of her angel form standing on 
the shore of the far-off land, waiting and beck- 
oning for him to come to her, was one which often 
occurred to him, always awakening a longing 
to be able to say, ‘‘ Yes, mother, Iam coming.” 

‘*T wonder if we shall all meet on that shin- 
ing shore,” said Grace softly, hoping to draw 
forth some expression of her companions’ 
feelings. 

Mabel sighed and repeated, 

‘*T wonder.” 

‘‘ And see the King in his beauty, our dear 
Saviour-king!” continued Grace, warmly. 

Edith was silent. She could not reveal the 
inner workings of her soul to a passing ac- 
quaintance, but on one point she was satisfied. 

‘Gracie Allen is a Christian, I’m sure of 
that,’’ she said to herself, and was glad it was so. 

There was no time for further conversation, 
as they were already at the gate; but the ice 
was broken and the way prepared for a more 
free and friendly interchange of their inmost 
thoughts in future. They had a better under- 
standing of each other’s religious character. 

Saturday night brought home the student 
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tourists ; somewhat weary, but elated with the 
success of their enterprise and the enlarged 
knowledge they had gained. They had many 
beautiful and curious specimens of rocks and 
fossil remains to exhibit, and many interesting 
things to tell of their experienee. 

Grace and Mabel were glad to have Herbert 
back again, though they declared they had not 
been ‘“‘a bit lonely.’’ But in their hearts there 
had been an occasional yearning for his plea- 
sant society and strong and brotherly protec- 
tion. Besides, there were some letters from 
home which they wished him to enjoy with 
them. One from Mr. Clayton to him was still 
unopened, and they had a childish curiosity to 
know if it contained any message for them. 
They each had one from Miss Leigh full of 
kindly interest and remembrance, and to Ma- 
bel her teacher's words of loving encouragement 
were timely and precious. She read them over 
and over, and each time felt stronger in faith 
and purpose, 

me em 


BOOKS. 


HISTORY AND REPOSITORY OF PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 
Royal 8vo, pp. 1,254. With frontispiece of medallion 
portraits. By Henry C. Fish, D.D. New York: M. 
W. Dodd. This massive volume, of over 1,200 pages, 
isa rich treasury of pulpit history. It is a cabinet 
of rarest specimens, ranging over the Christian 
world, and from the time of the Fathers and the 
Reformers down tothe present century. The best 
specimens from more than eighty distinguished 
divines are exhibited in this cabinet, their most 
celebrated discourses being given entire, together 
with a biographical and critical notice of each 
preacher, and a historical sketch of the pulpit in 
the different countries represented. The whole is 
arranged in proper order, by countries, showing 
the Greek, Latin, English, German, Scotch, Irish, 
French and American churches. A large number 
of these discourses have been translated and appear 
in this work for the first time. Chrysostom, Au- 
gustine, Athanasius, &c., among the Fathers, Wyck- 
i". Luther, Calvia, Melancthon, Knox, Latimer, 
PPS the Reformers, and later, Wesley, White- 
fierd, Jonathan Edwards, Bossuet, Masillon, Chal- 
mers, Mason, &c., are included, and represented by 
their most characteristic and celebrated master- 
pieces. The remarkable sermon of Jonathan Ed- 
wards, entitled “Sinners in the hands of an Angry 
God,” the delivery of which produced such striking 
effects upon his hearers, is among the discourses 
given. The reader is, in fact, enabled by this book 
to live in the past and commune directly with the 
great souls who, as noble pillars, have upheld the 
chureh in all ages, and transmitted it with its 
blessings to posterity. 

The author has carefully and wisely collated his 
material, and classified it admirably, furnishing it 
with indices of preachers, texts of their discourses, 
general subjects, and titles, so that one has nothing 
todo but to reach for the specimen and bring it 
down from the shelf to examine and admire. The 
work is printed in large pages, clear type, is 
substantially and handsomely bound, and makes a 
splendid volume for any Christian’s library. The 
value of such a work to pastors need not for a mo- 
ment be suggested. But we would commend it as 
@ rare treasure also to Sunday-school workers. 

THE LYCEE Boy’s LIBRARY. New York: Thomas 
Nelson & Sons. Lycee, French for Lyceum, is, in 
France, a boarding-school. The first volume in the 
present series is a story containing a graphic ac- 
count of school-boy life in such an institution. 
These French schools differ in many respects from 
corresponding schools in this country, and the 
story will for this very reason be more interesting 
to American boys and girls. Boys, however, are 
pretty much the same all the world over, and the 
tricks and pranks, the trials and triumphs of 
school-boy life in France are substantially like 
those in the United States. The object of the story 
is to show how a boy at school who tries to be con- 
scientious may suffer persecution, and how, in the 

end, if he perseveres, he will achieve a triumph. 
The story is well told, and is an excellent book to 








put into the hands of the young. There are seven 
other volumes in the series. The names of the se- 
veral volumes are as follows: The Lycee Boys, 
Annot and her Pupil, Tales of My Sunday Scholars, 
The Cousins Reconciled, Little Alfred, Mr, Leslie’s 
Stories, The Goldsmith’s Widow, and The Martyr 
Shepherd, 

Goop MEASURE. Astoryforboys. By D.S. Erick- 
son. Boston: Henry A. Young & Co. The story is 
founded on the wise aphorism, “ Truthfulness is a 
corner-stone in character; and if not firmly laid in 
youth there will ever be a weak spot in the founda- 
tion.” From this starting point the author has 
taught her lesson in a natural and deeply interest- 
ing way. The book will be a popular and useful 
one with our youth. A more important subject 
could not be set before them. 

RIcHARD OWEN’S CHOICE. By Mrs. Joseph Lamb. 
New York: Protestant Episcopal Society for Promotion 
of Evangelical Knowledge. A story of a poor laborer 
who had to choose between working in the mill on 
Sunday or be discharged. Being a Christian, he 
chose the latter. Though discharged from the mill, 
his integrity secured him other employment, and 
in the end he gained by his fidelity to his princi- 
ples. The book is well written. It is intended for 
the Sunday-school library and is suited for that 
purpose. 

MILDRED GWYNNE. A Story of a Wilful Life. 
Boston: Henry Hoyt. A domestic story of English 
life, showing some of the evils of leaving children 
with wills to grow up without parental discipline 
and restraint. 

HELEN MAy; or, Unto Her Life’s End. By Louisa 
Doisy. New York: Evangelical Knowledge Society. 
A useful story, based upon the impressive words in 
the Episcopal baptismal service, “to continue 
Christ’s faithful soldier and servant unto her life’s 
end.” The story shows how a‘child gains the vic- 
tory in the struggle with daily duties and trials‘ 
and teaches its lesson in a natural, practical, and 
interesting way. 

In EARNEST; or, Edith Palmer’s Motto. Phila- 
delphia: J. P. Skelly & Company. A story of a girl 
who at first is full of good impulses, but careless, 
fickle, and self-indulgent. Being brought under 
the influence of the gospel, she becomes an earnest, 
persistent worker, adopting for her motto “ What- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL: For Teachers 
and Young People. June. New York: Carlton « 
Lanahan. The Journal is a credit to its conductors, 
and to the cause at large. Although especially de- 
signed for Methodist folk, it is yet of general value, 
and should be classed among the helps of all Sun- 
day-school people. It contains brief notes on a se- 
ries of lessons entitled ‘A Year With Moses,’ notes 
on Sacred Geography, Bible Illustrations, Black- 
board Exercises, Notes for Infant-Classes, Normal 
Department Studies, Thoughts for the Teacher’s 
Devotional Hours, entitled, ‘‘The Teacher in the 
Closet,’’ beside good editorial leaders and brevities, 
with pointed and practical contributions from time 
to time, It is, beside, illustrated with wood-cuts. 
We need say no more, except that our brother, J. 
H. Vincent, edits it. 

THE SABBATH AT HoME. June. Boston: Ame- 
rican Tract Society. We like the following state- 
ment which this monthly makes of its design, and 
can say that while the aim is high, the magazine 
fairly reaches it: ‘‘ The Sabbath at Home is designed 
to bring to Christian families such reading as will 
give new interest tothe Bible, attract to the cross 
of Christ and to a high Christian life, enforce Chris- 
tian morals, and show the hand of God in history, 
biography and Nature. It helps parents, and con- 
tains cheerful words of wisdom for children,” $2. 

HARPER’S MAGAZINE. June. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers. ‘‘The Aurora Borealis’ leads the 
interesting illustrated articles this month. $4. 

THE GALAXy. June. New York: Sheldon & Cu. 
Illustrated. $4a year. 

WESTMINSTER REvieEw. April. New York: 
Leonard Scott Re-Publishing Company. Contents: 
1. South Africa; 2. The Gladstone Government; 
8. Liberty and Light; 4. Domestic Fireplaces ; 5. Al- 
fred de Musset; 6. Mills’s Speech on Capital Punish- 
ment; 7. The Philanthropy of the Age in regard to 
Social Evils; 8. Primary Education; 9. National 
Duty. $44 year. 

EDINBURGH REVIEW. April No. New York: 
Leonard Scott Re-publishing Company. Contents: 
1. Confucius; 2. Edible Fungi; 3. Competitive In- 


| cher’s current sermons. 








dustry; 4. Memoir of Madame Lafayette; 5. Settle- 
ment of Ulster; 6. Dilke’s Greater Britain; 7. Mat- 
thew Arnold’s Critical Works; 8 American Fi- 
nance; 9, Life and Times of Edward IIT; 10. Camp- 
bell’s Lives of Lyndhurst and Brougham. $4 a year, 

BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE. April No. New York: 
Leonard Scott Re-publishing Company. Contents: 
1. Doubles and Quits (concluded); 2. John Keble; 
8. Sir John Lawrence; 4. Cornelius O’Dowd; 5. The 
Outgoing and the Incoming President; 6. Reorga- 
nization of the Continental Armies; 7. The Trium- 
virate; 8. Mr. Gladstone’s Bill. $4a year. 

LITTELL’S LIiviING AGE. No. 1303. Boston: Lit- 
tell & Gay. $8 a year. 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. Vol. 2, No. 9. New York: 
J. B. Ford & Co. A weekly publication of Mr. Bee- 
The subject this week is: 
“The Evils of Anxious Forethought.” $3 a year. 

PUTNAM’S MAGAZINE, June. New York: G. P. 
Puinam & Son. Eighteen articles, full of variety 
and life, suited to a family magazine. $4a year. 

OuR YOUNG Fouks. June. Boston: Fields, Osgood 
& Co. The June number has several instructive 
articles on natural history, travels, and the domes- 
tic arts and manufactures, besides its entertaining 
stories. Itisa good number. $24 year. 

THE MOTHER’S MAGAZINE. June. New York: 
Rev. D. Mead. Safe, wholesome and practical. $1, 

THE HoME GUARDIAN. May. Boston:. New 
England Female Moral-Reform Society. A good 
magazine forthe home, $la year. 

PACKARD’S MONTHLY. June. New York: S&S. 8. 
Packard. For young men. $1 a year. 

PETERS’S MusIcAL MONTHLY. May. New York: 


J. L. Peters. A leading musical review and maga- 
zine. $8.50 a year. 

THE RIVERSIDE MAGAZINE. June. New York: 
Hurd & Houghton. For YoungPeople. Beautifully 


illustrated, and containing much interesting histo- 
rical and practically useful matter. $2.50 a year. 

















ON TRIAL FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize that an annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cents a week. 
We will send the paper FoUR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted with sosmallan outlay of money. 
Publishers of 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





Fifteenth Annual Convention 


SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


MASSACHUSETTS, 
Will be held in the TRINITY Methodist Church, 
Charlestown, on Wednesday and Thursday, the 
23d and 24th days of June next. 
N. P. KEMP, Secretary. WM. C. CHAPIN, Chairman. 


BLACKBOARD LESSONS, 








Illustrated. 
Teacher and Class No. 2, 20 Cents. 
Teacher and Olass No. 3, 20 Cents. 
How We are Saved, 8 Cents. 


4a A set of the above sent by mail, post-paid, 
for 45 cents. J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





NEW PRAISES OF JESUS. 
BY REV. EDWARD PAYSON HAMMOND. 
The best and cheapest book for Sunday-school 


and social meetings in the land. Jtis full of the 
Gospel. Price, in board covers, $20 per 100 copies. 
For sale by 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., Philadelphia. 
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SEREER RRR R RR ERS 
PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT. 


20: 

To meet the growing wants of the Sabbath-school 
work, we have added to our publishing business 
convenient facilities for doing all kinds of News- 
paper, Book and Job Printing, either in plain or 
ornamental style. Programmes and Reports for 
#unday-school Conventions and Institutes; Cata- 
logues for Libraries; Cardsand Circulars for general 
distribution, bearing the name of the school using 
them, &c., &c. Besides these, we are prepared to 
execute, in a neat and attractive manner, such 
Printing as our patrons may desire in connection 
with their personal business operations, 

Estimates will be cheerfully made and other 
information imparted. 


S@> Orders are respectfully solicited, 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 











J. W. McINTYRE, 
Publisher, Bookseller and Stationer. 


ESTABLISHED 1858. 


TANDARD, Miscellaneous, Theological, Sunday- 
School, Educational and Agricultural Literature 
in great variety, at Eastern Catalogue Prices. Paper 
and Euvelopes stam ped with Initials or Monogram. 
Binding to order. Goods ordered not on hand will 
be bought and forwarded, Catalogues on application. 


Fifth Street, Cor. Market, St. Louis, Mo. 





EVERY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE IT. 
A MAP OF PALESTINE 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE,6 BY 9 FEET. $15. 





This magnificent map is the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thorough Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent duthors, both 
of our own country and Europe, have been con- 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared to render this the most valuable 
map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 


I use it constantly in my lectures, It is the best 


dJarge map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 


Sabbath-school had one.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D. 

I do heartily recommend it to all who are inter- 
ested in studying the geography and topography, 
both ancient and modern, of Palestine.—Rev. J. P. 
Durbin, D. D. 


The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
cause of their labors.—Rev. Edw. N. Kirk, D. D. 

The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bath-school should be without it.—Rev. Wm. CG 
Cattell, D. D. 


Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
School, possessing it! Iam not only pleased, Iam 
delighted with it, in all respects whatever.—Rev. 
Henry C. Fish, D. D. 

Iam convinced that in minutenéss, accuracy and 
topographical detail it is the best work extant.— 
Rt. Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D. D. . 

By the boldness and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted for instructing schools and large 
assemblies. I have used it with much satisfaction.— 

. J. P, Thompson, D. D. 

I regard the Map as a most valuable one, and 

heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 


ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. Joseph 
Cummings, D. D. . 


A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address if requested, 


J.O. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





b@e- Every Teacher Should Have It. gg 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 
POINTING OUT 


The History and Progress of 
Sunday-schools, with Approved Modes 
of Instruction, Examples in Illustrative, 
Pictorial, and Object-Teaching; also the use of 
the Blackboard, Management of Infant- 
Classes, Teachers’ Mectings, Conven- 
tions, Institutes, etc., etc, etc. 


Price, $1.25. 


Th.s book is pronounced by competent 
judges to be the most practical and valuable 
work for Superintendents and Teachers 
published, either in this country or Europe. 


The book deserves to be circulated by tens of 
thousands, and will do good wherever it goes.—The 
Morning Star. 

This is a gem of a book, and should be in the 
hands of every Sunday-school teacher and parent.— 
The Charleston Advocate. 

The whole field of Sunday-school duty is here 
considered, and on every point vaiuable suggestions 
are made.—The National Baptist. 

It will commend itself to all earnest laborers by 
its scope, its brevity, its usefulness, and practical 
good sense.—The Congregationalist. 

We advise all Sabbath-schools to send for this 
suggestive volume and digest it.—Southern Church- 
man. 

This is decidedly the best book upon Sabbath- 
schools that ever came into our hands.—Canada 
Christian Advocate. 


A complete practical Manual on the subject to 
which it is devoted.—New York Tribune. 

Any one who wishes instruction in the duties of 
a teacher may read the book with profit.—Fvriends’ 
Review. 

The earnest teacher will find on every page just 
such information as he needs.—New York HKvangelist. 

This is an excellent work of the kind, containing 
the results of wide observation and experience.— 
Hours at Home. 

Every Superintendent, teacher and officer should 
possess the book.— Western Recorder. 

We earnestly and cordially commend this work 
to pastors, parents, superintendents and teachers.— 
Western Christian Advocate. 

This is a volume which every Sabbath-school 
teacher would prize.—Buffalo Advocate. 

A valuable aid to thousands of those who desire 
to perfect themselves in teaching divine truth.— 
New York Observer. 

Wecommend this book to superintendents and 
teachers, assuring them that they will find in it 
many usful hints.—New York Christian Advocate. 

Every superintendent and teacher will find it an 
invaluable assistant in his labors.— Religious Herald, 

Replete with interest to all who are accustomed 
to interest themselves in Sabbath-schools.—Chris- 
tian Secretary, 

We most heartily commend this book to all en- 
gaged in the great work.— Wesiern Presbyterian, 

Every officer and teacher in the Sabbath-school 
should read this book.—New Orleans Advocate. 

Mr. Pardee was one of the most judicious and 
successful Sabbath-school workers in the country, 
and his book will be found to possess great value.— 
The Methodist Recorder. 

Every teacher will see by the topics discussed that 
it is just the book he needs.—Christian Herald, 

Superintendents will find in it a treasure of useful 
matter.—Central Presbyterian. 

It will be found to possess intrinsic merit asa 
guide-book, and many will improve the first oppor- 
tunity to obtain a copy.—Christian World. 

The scope of the work is very comprehensive, yet 
the style of the author is so concise that ample jus- 
tice is done to every topic discussed.—Central Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


Published by 
J. C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





SILICATED BLACKBOARDS. 


We have recently added to our varied stock of 
useful appliances for Sunday-school purposes, the 
Silicate Surface Blackboards, on Bristol Card and 
Heavy Paper. We consider this surface a very su- 
perior article, and commend its use after a practi- 
cal test of its valuable qualities. It is put up in 
different forms, as follows: 


STIFF BRISTOL CARD, 


with both surfaces finished, and eyelets in the edge 
to hang upon the wall. 


No. 1. 





2 by 3 feet (12 square feet of surface), $2.00 
No, 2.3 by 8feet (18 “oh Om 
No. 3.—3 by 4feet (24 oy Oe 

FOLDING STIFF BRISTOL CARD. 

No. 4.——One Fold (12 square feet of surface), $2.50 
No. 5.——Two Folds (12 wis * a » 275 
No. 6.——One Fold (18 itd = ° ), 8.50 
No. 7.—Two Folds (18 os ssf aby ) 8.75 
No. 8.——One Fold (24 se ° *¢ ), 4.50 
No. 9.—Two Folds (27 aif . - ) 5.50 
No. 10.—Two Folds (36 si ~ ” ) 7.00 


BLACKBOARD PAPER. 


This is put up in rolls, 3 feet wide, and may be 
purchased at the rate of 12 cts. a square foot. 

Map Form, with moulding at top, Heavy Paper, 
(18 square feet of surface), - - - - 2.00 


The Map Form is very convenient and inexpen- 
sive. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 


Philadelphia, 
BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificate consists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six bright colors, 
and surrounded by a neat tinted gothic border, 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
— by the Superintendent. The size is 11 by 14 
inches, 





PRICE 25 CENTS. 
in large or small quantities. 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price, 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PuHI.ADELPHIA, 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 





The Teacher’s Text-Books; 


KNOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. 


In Two Volumes. 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 


Without question, these are the best books for the 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been 
published. They contain the result of years of ex- 
perience in the management of this important de- 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there is 
no one who has charge of a class of Little Ones but 


‘ would be benefitted by the use of them, They are 


entitled; 


Vol. I. A Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


Vol. IZ, A Second Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Graded Question- Hooks. 


The following Graduated Text-Books are intend- 
ed to be used by the different classes in any Sab- 
bath-school. They have been carefully prepared, 


. with a view of meeting the varied capacities of the 


different scholars; so that a uniform lesson may be 
used for the entire school: 


GREAT DUTIES 


TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Children. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD sss sada Adults. 


GREAT TRUTHS 


OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Juvenile Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


HEROES OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Infant Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Children. 
THIRD SERIES—For Youth. 
FOURTH SERIES—For Adults. 


CHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 


Volume I.—For Little Children. 
Volume II.—For Youth. 
Volume III.—For Adults. 








Price, $15 per 100 Copies. 
By mail, $2.08 per Dozen Copies. 
Sample copy for examination, 19 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


SONG FLOWERS 
FOR Be SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND PRAYER 
EETING, by the Rev. Mr. PARKER. 
The oe. book now Offered. Copies sent to any ad- 
dress. | yeon on receipt of 35 cents. Send for a 
circular AMERSLEY & CO., 
Hartford, Conn. 


DR. SMITH’S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


FOR 
Subbath-Schools. 


While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
eult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
isintended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very fine 
steel engraving 5 


Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 











VALUABLE PREMIUMS 


To be given to those who obtain 
NEW 


SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


In accordance with ‘‘CONDITIONS’’ men- 
tioned in Descriptive List of Premiums. 


Price. 
View of Ancient Jerusalem, - $12.00 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, 12.00 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 1vol., - 3.50 
Thomson’s Land and Book, 2 vols., 5.00 
Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance, 5,00 
Lange’s Commentary on Matthew, - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Mark and Luke, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Acts of Apostles, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on James, Peter, John 
and Jude, - - - = = = - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Corinthians, - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Pauline Epistles, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Genesis, Ss 5.00 


‘Conybeare & Howson’s Life of St. Paul, 8.00 


Mimpriss’s Gospel Treasury, - - 8.50 

Coleman’s Historical Atlas, - - - 2.00 

Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels, - 2.00 

TrumBull’s Children in the Temple, - 1.50 

Pardee’s Sabbath-School Index, . 1,25 
or any other book or books desired by the can- 
vasser, 


4a Send for New Descriptive List of Premiums, 





* Get the Best.”’ 


MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
ing Music Books. The prices by the hundred copies, 
in board covers, are designated by the figures oppo- 
site each name. 


SONGS OF GLADNESS, 30c. 
NEW STANDARD SINGER, 40c. 
FRESH LEAVES, 30c. 
CHAPEL GEMS, 30c. 
PALMER’S 8S. S. SONGS, 25c. 
CASKET NO. 2, 30c. 
THE SILVER SPRAY, 30c. 
SABBATH CAROLS, 30c. 
FRESH LAURELS, 30c. 
SINGING PILGRIM, 35c. 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 40c. 
TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDEN PROMISE, 25c. 
THE CASKET, 30c. 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL BANNER, 30c. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 75c. 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 35c. 
SILVER FOUNTAIN, 30c. 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 30c. 
HAPPY VOICES, 35c. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 30c. 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 65c. 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 30c. 
SABBATH CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDEN CENSER, 3c. 
SWEET SINGER, 30c. 
THE DIADEM, 30c. 
CLARIONA, 50c. 
4a Orders for any of the above publications re- 
spectfully solicited. Address 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





s-—— LIBRARIANS ——“@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 





BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISE 


FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. : 
60 Cents Per Dozeg 
II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED, © 
36 Cents Per Do 
III.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. a 
86 Cents Per Doger 
IV.—_THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 
60 Cents Per Dozen 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Do 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, an 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, an 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, aj 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, § 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attra¢ 
form. Samples of the five sent to any one onre 
ceipt of 20 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia, © 





ASK FOR 
*““BRIGHT JEWELS te 


JUST OUT. 
NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOO 


Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100 Cop ee 
Your Bookseller sells it—If he don’t, he ought 
Published by BIGLOW & MAIN, New Yo "I 


(Successors to Wm. B. BRADBURY.) 


THE SUNDAY- -$CH001 TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. © 

Considering the amount and variety of origlt 
matter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the chea 
religious weekly published, 

Jo subscriptions are received at less than th 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copié 
are taken. . 

JVo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond fi 
date for which subscription has been paid @ 
advance. j 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times th 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remi i 
5 cents for each copy. 3 

Figures are printed in connection with thes 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has b 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, whici 
must be paid at the post office where the subscrib 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, a 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corre 7 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Po 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it ¢ S L 
be done. r 

All letters relating to the business mang 
of The Times, or containing remittances ie _— 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries if 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schoob 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 




















